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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE

In the annals of history, few figures have left as indelible mark
as the first Caliph of Islam, Abu Bakr Siddig. His ascension to
the leadership of the Muslim community following the passing
away of Prophet Mohammad (peace be upon him) marked a
critical juncture in the nascent Islam. The mantle of
responsibility placed upon his shoulders was immense and the
challenges that lay ahead were daunting. His caliphate
constitutes a momentous period in Islamic history. The profound
challenges and extraordinary trials he surpassed led to the
success of the caliphate of Umar ibn Khattab.

This book delves into the turbulent era of the caliphate of Abu
Bakr Siddiq, a period of significant trials and tribulations that
shaped the course of Islamic history. It explores the multifaceted
difficulties confronted by this steadfast leader and the way he
navigated through them with unparalleled wisdom, resilience,
courage and unwavering determination.

Abu Bakr Siddig assumed the caliphate after Prophet
Mohammad (peace be upon him) passed away. This transition
marked a critical interval to the Muslim umma and put the faith
of the new Muslims to the test. The early days of Abu Bakr
Siddiq’s caliphate were characterized by both internal upheavals
and external threats. At the core of the matter was the apostasy
movement, where most tribes and individuals renounced their
allegiance to Islam, posing a serious challenge to its unity and
survival. Abu Bakr Siddiq faced the daunting task of preserving
the fragile bonds that held the Muslim community together, all
while fending off hostile forces that sought to extinguish the
flame of Islam.

In this book, we will examine the complexities of Abu Bakr
Siddiqg's leadership as he confronted not only political and



military challenges but also the social and economic issues that
arose. His profound sense of justice and administrative acumen
enabled him to institute crucial reforms and uphold the principles
of Islam, setting a precedent for future Muslim rulers.

Abu Bakr Siddig played a crucial role as the first Caliph in
preserving the legacy of Prophet Mohammad. Throughout this
book, the author has provided insight into the thoughts, actions
and decisions of Abu Bakr Siddiq during his caliphate by giving
references from traditions and historical books. These hold
immense value, as they not only offer historical context but also
demonstrate the profound guidance and spiritual strength that
was bestowed upon the Muslims in the form of Abu Bakr Siddiq.

While much has been written about the life of Abu Bakr Siddiq,
this book aims to provide a comprehensive and insightful
perspective on the specific challenges he faced during his
caliphate. It is a journey back in time, a reflection on the past and
an opportunity to draw valuable lessons from the experiences of
a remarkable leader.

As we delve into the pages of history, it is essential to approach
these accounts with an open mind and an understanding for the
complexities of the era. The challenges faced by Abu Bakr
Siddiq, though set in a different time and context, hold valuable
insights for us today. By studying his decisions, triumphs and
even setbacks, we can better understand the true essence of
leadership and the enduring strength of faith in times of turmoil.

May this exploration of the challenges faced by the caliphate of
Abu Bakr Siddig serve as a source of inspiration and
enlightenment, encouraging us to confront our trials with
resilience and conviction, just as he did centuries ago. (Ameen)

Fatima Noor Sarwari Qadri
June-2024
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In the name of Allah, the most Gracious, the most Merciful

It is a historical fact that the system set up by Umar ibn Khattab,
the second Rashidun Caliph, was the result of endeavours and
decisions taken by Abu Bakr Siddiq in his caliphate. When Umar
ibn Khattab assumed the caliphate, everything was set in place
for him by Abu Bakr Siddig. The fearless and enthusiastic efforts
of Abu Bakr Siddig had wiped out the mischief makers and the
revolts.

The foundation laid by Abu Bakr Siddiq is the sturdy basis upon
which Islam persists to this date. The credit of rescuing Islam
from revolts and preserving it in its purest form belongs to Abu
Bakr Siddig. Islam exists in its original state due to the tireless
efforts and fearless decisions of Abu Bakr Siddig. On sensitive
occasions when even some of the esteemed Companions of the
Holy Prophet sall ’Allahu alayhi wa’alihi wasallam wavered in
making the right decision on delicate matters, Abu Bakr Siddiq
valiantly made decisions according to Allah’s will.

Abu Bakr Siddiq dedicated every moment of his life to raising
the flag of Islam. The way Abu Bakr Siddig made tough yet right
decisions in the most challenging and complicated situations is
exemplary. All the historians agree that one could not have made
better decisions than those made by Abu Bakr Siddig and such
wisdom and boldness were expected only from him. Therefore,
Umar ibn Khattab could not help but remark:

+«+ O Caliph of the Prophet! You have put the future generations
in a difficult spot (as in raising the bar of leadership for
them).
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When we analyse the era of Abu Bakr Siddiq’s caliphate, we
conclude some of the following noteworthy facts:

1. Soon after Prophet Mohammad laid the foundation of state
of Madina, he passed away, later it is Abu Bakr who
strengthened its roots. With his wisdom, bravery and
perseverance, he not only navigated through various
upheavals that threatened Islam but also eradicated their root
cause, ensuring they never resurface again. By the end of his
caliphate, the state of Madina had established robust roots.

2. Following the death of Prophet Mohammad, a myriad of
mischiefs began to surface everywhere. These disruptions
cracked the sovereignty and unity of the Muslim umma. The
hypocrites and infidels rejoiced as they outnumbered the
Muslims, causing serious concern. However, Abu Bakr
Siddiq decisively crushed all the upheavals aimed to
undermine Islam, thereby unifying Muslims. This strength
and unity among the Muslims facilitated the spread of Islam
in Umar’s caliphate.

3. The situation became extremely delicate upon Prophet
Mohammad’s death. Had Abu Bakr Siddiq not taken timely
action, it could have spiralled into a major upheaval. Any
delay in his response would have favoured the infidels and
the hypocrites. It was Abu Bakr Siddig’s bravery and
wisdom that turned the tide in favour of the Muslims. When
the news of the Prophet’s death spread, the infidels
maliciously spread rumours suggesting that (nauzubillah- we
seek refuge with Allah) if Mohammad were truly a Prophet,
he would not have died. This deceitful propaganda wavered
the faith of many newly converted Muslims and they
renounced Islam. In such a dire situation, even many
acclaimed Companions of the Prophet struggled to decide on
the appropriate course of action. Umar ibn Khattab,
consumed by rage, drew his sword and declared that no one
should dare to claim that Prophet Mohammad had passed
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away. This delicate situation demanded careful handling and
Abu Bakr Siddiq ensured that the decision regarding the
Prophet’s burial and funeral was promptly made. Tabri
writes:

Upon learning of Prophet Mohammad’s death, Abu Bakr
immediately returned to Madina. Arriving at the door of Al-
Nabavi Mosque, he dismounted his camel. Inside, Umar
consumed by emotions was addressing the gathered crowd.
Unfazed by the surroundings, Abu Bakr proceeded directly
to Aisha’s chamber where Prophet Mohammad lay with a
shawl covering his face. Abu Bakr stepped forward, gently
removed the piece of cloth from Prophet’s face, kissed his
forehead and uttered, “My parents be sacrificed on you! The
death that was destined for you by Allah has arrived. Now
you will never die.” After this he covered the Prophet’s face
again. Abu Bakr then emerged from the chamber and entered
Al-Nabavi Mosque where Umar was delivering his
impassioned address. Abu Bakr requested Umar to be silent,
but he did not comply and continued the address. When Abu
Bakr sensed that Umar will not stop, he without waiting for
him to finish, stepped forward to interrupt the address. As he
stood before the crowd, all eyes turned from Umar to Abu
Bakr. After praising and glorifying Allah he began his
address and said, “O people! Those amongst you who used
to worship the Messenger of Allah must know that he has
passed away and those who worshipped Allah should know
that Allah is Forever Alive and Eternal, never to perish.” He
then recited the following verse from the Holy Quran:

>

€ S og s

[GE00 YA UPYE RPINEIN Iy AR RCEA VIR
Meaning: And Mohammad (blessings and peace be upon
him) is but a Messenger (and not God). Many Messengers
have passed away (from this world) before him as well.
(3:144)
Abu Bakr’s words resonated deeply with the listeners,
leaving such an indelible impact as if they were hearing the
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verse for the first time. People were so moved that they
memorized the verse instantly. Umar himself revealed that
before Abu Bakr’s recitation, he was not aware of that verse.
The verse stunned his whole body with such an emotional
jolt that he could not even get up, as he then realized that
Prophet Mohammad had indeed departed from the world.
(Tarikh al-Tabari, Vol. 2, Part 1, pp. 404-405)

This decisive action temporarily pushed the upheaval to the
back burner and bought Abu Bakr some time to address it
wisely at a later time.

4. After the Holy Prophet passed away, if the issue regarding
the oath of caliphate had not been resolved instantly, it
would have caused serious threat to Islam. Even before the
burial of the Prophet, factions began to emerge among the
Ansar' and the Emigrants® claiming the eligibility for the
caliphate. Some hypocrites attempted to exploit this situation
and taking its advantage tried to sow the seed of discord
among the Muslims. They advocated for separate leaderships
for Ansar and the Emigrants. Such division would have
plunged Islam into chaos, as a nation cannot thrive with two
leaders. God forbid if this course of action had been taken, it
would have resulted in the permanent dispersal of Muslims
and hindered the global spread of Islam. However, Abu Bakr
Siddiq’s wisdom and firm resolution united all Muslims
under the banner of Islam, averting this catastrophic
outcome. This is a historical fact that Abu Bakr Siddiq
instructed everyone present in the gathering, “Take oath of
allegiance at the hands of Umar ibn Khattab or Abu Ubayda
ibn al-Jarrah.” Upon hearing this, Umar held the hand of
Abu Bakr Siddig and said, “I pledge allegiance to you.”
Thus, electing him as the first Caliph. Indeed, the
unparalleled character and moral integrity of Abu Bakr

! Local inhabitants of Madina who embraced Islam and helped the Emigrant Muslims.
2 The foremost in accepting Islam in Makkah. They migrated to Madina on the order of
the Holy Prophet when the situation in Makkah worsened.
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Siddig made him readily accepted by the people as their
Caliph. This is why Abdullah ibn Masud remarked that had
Abu Bakr Siddiq not been their Caliph, they would have
perished.

5. The turmoil instigated by those who refused to pay zakat
posed a significant challenge, as numerous influential
warrior tribes in Arab withheld their contribution. Observing
the stance of these influential tribes, weaker factions
followed them, coalescing into a formidable force that could
become a great threat to the stability of the state of Madina.
Addressing this issue was imperative, as leniency from Abu
Bakr Siddig on a fundamental religious obligation could
have set a precedent for non-compliance with other essential
practices, thereby compromising the integrity of Islam.
Additionally, if Abu Bakr Siddig had been lenient regarding
this matter, it would have provided ammunition for infidels
of Makkah who would have argued that if Islam had been a
true religion, it would not have changed. This in turn would
have confined Islam among limited people. During this
scenario, despite all Companions’ urging to let go of this
matter for the time being and prioritize other upheavals, Abu
Bakr Siddig maintained that the obligation of zakat was as
mandatory as salat. The deniers of zakat began to label it as a
mere fine or a penalty on Muslims just like jizya® of non-
Muslims. The situation escalated to the point where they
even dared to launch attacks on Madina. In response, Abu
Bakr Siddiq ordered jihad against them, emphasizing the
importance and mandatory nature of zakat like other
religious obligations. History attests that the decision of Abu
Bakr Siddig was ideal. What could have potentially
fragmented the Muslim umma instead fostered unity and

% Jizya is an Arabic term which refers to the yearly tax (instead of zakat) historically
levied on the non-Muslims permanently residing in Muslim lands governed by Islamic
law.
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harmony due to Abu Bakr Siddiq's foresight and sagacious
leadership. Hasan of Basra aptly remarked that had Abu
Bakr Siddig not confronted the deniers of zakat, defiance
against zakat would have persisted indefinitely.

Right after Prophet Mohammad’s death, a number of self-
proclaimed prophets emerged, causing turmoil even before
Abu Bakr Siddiq could fully establish himself as caliph.
These disturbances escalated to a chaotic level, raising
concerns that, God forbid, Islam as a religion might be
wiped away from the face of the earth. The severity of these
upheavals can be imagined from the fact that Musaylimah al-
Kadhab (the infamous liar), amassed the largest army in
Arab history to wage war against the state of Madina. The
triumph of Musaylimah would have, God forbid, spelt the
demise of Islam. However, with remarkable courage and
wisdom, Abu Bakr Siddiq decisively defeated him, thereby
safeguarding the integrity of Islam.

Following the death of the Prophet, the Northern tribes of
Arab renounced Islam and shortly after the Southern tribes
followed their lead. According to Ibn Khaldun, nearly all
Arab tribes abandoned Islam, while the remaining rejected
the obligation of zakat. Compounding the turmoil, false
claimants of prophethood also emerged. This confluence of
events constituted a colossal upheaval that, had Abu Bakr
Siddig not swiftly intervened, could have resulted in the
downfall of Islam. The magnitude of chaos in Arabia is
evident from the fact that it incited rebellion even among the
inhabitants of Makkah - the wvery city where Prophet
Mohammad spent most of his life, imparting his morals and
values. Alas! When the Prophet passed away, the inhabitants
of this place forgot his Sunna and teachings. The situation
worsened to such an extent that the governors were forced to
hide themselves in unknown places. Imagine if the
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circumstances in Makkah were so bad then what would be
the condition in the rest of the Arab!

8. Despite opposition from several Companions of the Prophet,
Abu Bakr Siddig remained resolute in his decision to
dispatch the army under the command of Usama ibn Zayd,
as appointed by Prophet Mohammad during his lifetime.
This decision, despite initial scepticism, proved to be the
correct course of action and had far-reaching impact. The
triumph of Usama's army demonstrated the formidable
strength of the Muslim forces. The success of this expedition
not only boosted the morale of Muslims but also had a
profound impact on tribes contemplating renouncing Islam.
Witnessing the military prowess of the Muslims and
recognizing their ability to overcome daunting adversaries,
these tribes abstained from apostasy. This victory instilled a
sense of fear in them that if Muslims possessed the strength
to defeat the mightiest superpowers, then they could easily
crush the rebels. When the army led by Usama ibn Zayd
returned victorious then those who had apostatized, reverted
to Islam.

THE GRANDEUR OF ABU BAKR SIDDIQ IN
THE LIGHT OF HADITHS

In the following few passages, some of the Hadiths are
mentioned which showcase the close and strong connection of
Abu Bakr Siddiq with the Holy Prophet:

Abu Bakr Siddigq’s deep understanding of the subtle meanings
behind the Holy Prophet's words was unparalleled.

% Abu Sa’id al-Khudri relates, “The Prophet delivered a sermon,
‘Allah gave a choice to one of His slaves to choose between
this world and what is with Him in the hereafter. The slave
chose the hereafter.” Abu Bakr Siddiq started weeping after
listening to it. I said to myself, “What is the matter to weep if
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Allah has given choice to one of His slaves either to choose
this world or the hereafter and he chose the hereafter?” But
later | realized that ‘one of His slaves’ meant the Prophet

himself. Abu Bakr Siddiq knew more than all of us.” (Musnad
Ahmad Ibn Hanbal 18006; Tabarani 19393; Bukhari 466)

None of the Companions of the Holy Prophet could grasp the
cryptic implications of these words. Yet, Abu Bakr Siddig upon
hearing them was overwhelmed with immense sorrow and wept
bitterly. The fellow Companions were bewildered by his
emotional reaction and did not understand the underlying reason.
Only Abu Bakr Siddiq understood that Prophet Mohammad was
foretelling his imminent departure from this world. This
poignant incident vividly illustrates the depth of Abu Bakr
Siddig's wisdom and insight.

Abu Bakr Siddig's closeness to the Holy Prophet surpassed that
of any other Companion. Following the Prophet's demise, Abu
Bakr Siddig remained engulfed in profound sadness, a sorrow
that eventually hastened his death.

« Salim ibn Abdullah relates from his father Abdullah ibn
Umar that the reason behind the death of Abu Bakr Siddig
was ‘the death of the Prophet’. Abu Bakr Siddig’s health
began to deteriorate gradually, he got weaker day by day and
eventually died. (Mustadrak 4410)

This illustrates the immense love and devotion Abu Bakr Siddig
held for the Holy Prophet. Regarding this Umar ibn Khattab
said:

«+ Abu Bakr Siddiq loved the Holy Prophet more than anyone
else. (Mustadrak 4421)

Abu Bakr Siddiq sacrificed his entire life’s earnings in love and
service to the Prophet. The Prophet himself acknowledged:

«* No one has favoured me with his life and wealth more than
Abu Bakr Siddig. (Bukhari 467)
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On another occasion, the Holy Prophet expressed:

% Abu Bakr Siddig has favoured me more than anyone else
regarding wealth and companionship. If | had to befriend
anyone other than Allah then | would have made Abu Bakr
Siddiq my dearest friend. (Bukhari 3654)

Abu Bakr Siddiq sacrificed his wealth and time rather entire life
for the Holy Prophet and raised to the level of his beloved. In a
Hadith, the Prophet affirmed:

< Amr ibn al-As says that he asked the Prophet, “O Prophet of
Allah! Who is the dearest to you among men.” The Prophet
replied, “Abu Bakr Siddiq.” (Mustadrak 6740)

« Umar ibn Khattab said, “Abu Bakr Siddig was our leader,
better than us and was the beloved of the Prophet.” (Tirmidhi
3656)

« Ali ibn Abi Talib acknowledging the exalted status of Abu
Bakr Siddiq stated, “The Holy Prophet is above all and Abu
Bakr Siddig is next to him.” (Mustadrak 4426)

< Amr ibn Hurayth relates that Ali ibn Abi Talib presided over
the pulpit and stated, “In this umma Prophet Mohammad is
the most superior. After him comes the rank of Abu Bakr
and then is umar ibn Khattab. | can take the name of the
third person as well if | want to.” (Tabarani 176)

The unparalleled superiority and eminence of Abu Bakr Siddiq
among the Companions was affirmed by Prophet Mohammad
himself, who declared:

T8, DR 20 % 3 O o B e B Nk | Sy el P S5
37 (3312 508 5 2 3 SRG Y8 ERG G a3l «
Translation: Excellence of Abu Bakr Siddig is not because of

excessive prayers, recitation or fasting rather it is because of a
remarkable thing in his inward (love for the Prophet).
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Abu Bakr Siddig had a distinguished position as the wazir of
Prophet Mohammad. Abu Sa’id al-Khudri narrated the Holy
Prophet’s words:

15255 GG (2391 8T 2e 0152553 GG 8T e 0l 401 LsS Gre e

z e

52235500 2391 8T 2 G153 T3 e 3 a3 L0 13T
(rndir)

Translation: There is no Prophet except that he has two ministers
in the heavens and two ministers on the earth. My two ministers
from the heavens are Angel Gabriel and Angel Michael and two

ministers from the earth are Abu Bakr Siddig and Umar. (Tirmidhi
3680)

Abu Bakr Siddiq is titled as Khalifa-tur-Rasool ‘the Caliph of
the Prophet’ and is his friend in the cave when infidels were after
him. His unparalleled sacrifice and unwavering love for the
Prophet is one of a kind. Once he brought faith in the Messenger
of Allah, he never stepped back. He devoted his entire life’s
earnings and everything in his possession in the love of the
Prophet and became his beloved. May Allah grant us the ability
to emulate the exemplary footsteps of Abu Bakr Siddiq in
truthfulness, perseverance and prudence so that we can be
successful on the path of Fagr®. (Ameen)

* The righteous path that leads to closeness, vision and union of Allah.



DEATH OF PROPHET MOHAMMAD
AND THE BEGINNING OF UPHEAVALS

The death of Prophet Mohammad marked the onset of numerous
revolts and upheavals, plunging the Muslim community into a
tumultuous period. Abu Bakr Siddig's caliphate, spanning two
years and four months, was largely consumed by his tireless
efforts to quell these disturbances through his valour and
sagacity. Indeed, no other Caliph faced as many challenges as
Abu Bakr Siddig, with the mischiefs surfacing immediately after
the Prophet's demise.

Ibn Kathir writes:

«» When Prophet Mohammad passed away, the dark clouds of
calamity prevailed. The gravity of the situation was
extremely serious, with the emergence of chaos in Madina.
The tribes around Madina, already leaning towards apaostasy,
now fully embraced it. While others defiantly refused to pay
zakat to Abu Bakr. Except for Makkah and Madina, there
was no other place left designated for Friday prayers. (Tarikh
Ibn Kathir, Edition 3, part 6, p. 581)

Mohammad Hussain Heikal reflects on this chaotic era in the

following words:

@,

It was an extremely sensitive time. The news of the death of
Prophet Mohammad spread like wildfire in every inch of the
Arab. No other news in the annals of Arab history ever
spread so quickly. Every tribe and town soon became aware
of this heartbreaking news.

One aspect of this news was that it was a time of extreme
distress and sorrow for the Muslims. Ibn Khaldun writes:

++ When the Holy Prophet passed away, everyone was in a state
of sorrow and bewilderment. This news stirred an immense
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commotion, with all the Companions gripped by distress. On
the other hand, ferocious upheavals and fabrications began to
emerge. This was the time when even a minor rebellion
might have potentially escalated into cataclysmic upheavals
that could have continued till the day of judgment and
threatened the very existence of Islam. (Tarikh Ibn Khaldun)

When Prophet Mohammad came to this world, he eradicated
infidelity and polytheism and when he left the world, he unveiled
the concealed plots and tricks of hypocrites so they could be
exterminated from the root. It was then upon Abu Bakr Siddiq to
perform this duty which he did with great diligence.

Abu al-Qasim al-Baghawi and Abu Bakr al-Safi mention in their
booklets and Ibn Asakir narrates from Aisha bint Abi Bakr that
when Prophet Mohammad passed away discord emerged from
everywhere and several tribes apostatized.

Jalaluddin al-Suyuti writes:

+» When Prophet Mohammad passed away, several Arab tribes
became apostate. (Tarikh al-Khulfa)

Ibn Khaldun elucidates on the widespread apostasy:

@,

« At that time, almost all Arab lapsed into apostasy, with
several tribes renouncing Islam and it seemed like the dark
clouds of dissension loomed in the sky. The winds of anti-
Islam sentiment blew in all directions, polluting the hearts of
the Arabs against Islam. Muslims were baffled as they were
a minority compared to the infidels. (Tarikh Ibn Khaldun)

Following the death of Prophet Mohammad, there was a
widespread apostasy and abandonment of Islam. As the news
spread, the infidels intensified their plotting. This moment also
served as the opportunity long awaited by the Jews and the
Christians.
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Let’s discuss what was the effect of the news of the Prophet’s
death in different regions.

CONDITIONS IN MAKKAH

Makkah holds a sacred significance as it is not only the
birthplace of Prophet Mohammad but also the place where he
declared his Prophethood and was blessed with the first
revelation. Nonetheless, as soon as the news of the Prophet’s
death spread in Makkah, its tranquillity was disrupted. The
upheaval was such that Attab ibn Asid, the governor of Makkah
appointed by the Holy Prophet himself, went into hiding being
perplexed by the situation. As the conditions worsened, Suhayl
ibn Amr, a Companion in Makkah, took it upon himself to
address the turmoil and exhorted the Muslims. This incident is
recounted by Mohammad Hussain Heikal in his book, Hazrat
Abu Bakr Siddiq:

«» Allah Himself protected Islam in Makkah. Suhayl ibn Amr
when witnessed the wavering faith among the Muslims,
gathered them and while addressing the Prophet’s death,
issued a stern warning:

“Remember! Whoever doubts in the truthfulness of Islam
and follows the path of apostasy should prepare to be
beheaded.”

This formidable warning from Suhayl ibn Amr to the people
of Makkah carried significant weight but it could have led
to a potential backlash from the people of Makkah which
could have worsened the situation. However, he tempered
his approach, reassuring the crowd:

“No one needs to be troubled. Islam is an eternal religion

impervious to weakening or harm to its integrity.” (Hazrat
Abu Bakr Siddiq)
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Suhayl’s address left a strong impact on the people of Makkah
and reinstated their belief in Islam.

CONDITIONS IN TAIF

House of Thaqif, a clan of Taif was amongst those who
embraced Islam relatively late. Concerned about the wavering
faith of the people of Taif, the head of this clan convened a
gathering and delivered a poignant address, “O sons of Thagif!
You were among the last to embrace Islam. Do not be among the
first to abandon it.”

Such was the impact of this address that the inhabitants of Taif
disregarded any notion of apostasy.

This was the condition of the places where Prophet Mohammad
spent life and personally preached Islam. The residents of these
regions not only witnessed the Prophet’s life but also had
firsthand experience of his exemplary morals and virtues. They
were intimately acquainted with the essence of Islam and the
noble character and valour of the Companions. Regardless, if
these people were wavering in the ocean of doubts, then just
imagine what would be the condition of the places far off from
Makkah and Madina.

THE APOSTATE TRIBES

The tribes located far from Makkah and Madina had completely
renounced Islam. Similarly, those residing along the borders of
the Byzantine Empire in the north of Arab were also influenced
by the Christians, leading to their apostasy. Likewise, the tribes
situated in the southern regions near the borders of the Persian
Empire interacted with Zoroastrians, resulting in their
abandonment of Islam as well.
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THE FITNA OF NOT ACCEPTING MADINA
AS THE CAPITAL OF THE ARAB

The hypocrites argued that Prophet Mohammad had not
explicitly appointed his successor nor did the Quran provide
specific instructions regarding the selection of Abu Bakr Siddig
as the first Caliph. They further contended that the Holy Prophet
during his life had allowed tribes to be autonomous in their
matters. Therefore, they believed that their demand for autonomy
was fair and square. Regarding this matter, the hypocrites
presented several arguments and justifications.

Mohammad Hussain Heikal writes:

«» The hypocrites presented different justifications and used
Bahrain and Hadhramaut as references. They reasoned that
when those countries were conquered and their governors
accepted Islam, the Holy Prophet let them keep their posts
and did not replace them. Similarly, if we elect our ruler and
continue to adhere to Islam then objections to such
governance are unwarranted. (Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq)

These tribes refused to acknowledge the leadership of both
Ansar and Emigrants, asserting that they were equally devout
followers of Islam. Though, they accepted superiority of Ansar
and Emigrants based on knowledge but argued that they were
only fit to be their teachers, not rulers.

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE CALIPHATE

The foremost challenge following the death of the Holy Prophet
was the determination of his successor, the Caliph. The 31
spiritual guide of the Sarwari Qadri order®, Sultan-ul-Ashigeen

® The spiritual order that initiated from the Holy Prophet himself, reached umma through
Ali ibn Abi Talib and Hasan of Basra and then continued through Shaikh Abdul Qadir
Jilani and Sultan Bahoo.
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Sultan Mohammad Najib-ur-Rehman expounds upon this in his
book, The Rashidun Caliphate:

«» After Prophet Mohammad passed away, various tribes of
Ansar and Quraish began asserting their eligibility for
succession, while a group of hypocrites sought to influence
the decision. Had this sensitive issue of the Caliphate not
been addressed promptly, it could have precipitated disputes
and discords. (The Rashidun Caliphate)

Abdul Rahman Ibn Khaldun, highlighting the tumultuous events
surrounding the election of the caliphate, states:

% At Sagifah®, another upheaval (about electing the caliph)
emerged which was worse than any other challenge at the
time. On that occasion, Abu Bakr Siddiq demonstrated
remarkable wisdom and foresight. Acting in accordance with
the will of the Holy Prophet, he entrusted the task of the
Prophet’s burial to the House of Hashim and accompanied
by Umar ibn Khattab and other esteemed Companions,
swiftly addressed the situation at Sagifah. His decisive action
put an end to an imminent fithna regarding this matter,
averting potential consequences that could have led to

Islam's exclusion from the face of the earth. (Tarikh Ibn
Khaldun)

After the death of Prophet Mohammad, while preparations for
his burial were still underway, hypocrites convened in Sagifah
and broached the subject of electing the Caliph. Behind the
scenes, the Jews had instigated this matter. They had been
eagerly waiting for this opportunity to divide the Muslims and
manipulate the election of their Caliph. Their point of view was:

1. The Aws and Khazraj tribes had mutual conflicts since their
forefathers migrated from Yemen to Madina. This was their

® Historical importance of Sagjifah is that it is the place where Abu Bakr took oath of
allegiance from Muslims after the death of Holy Prophet.
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weak point which Jews always used to influence rather rule
over them in Madina. Prophet Mohammad had successfully
reconciled these differences, thereby uniting these tribes.
The Jews and hypocrites sought to revamp these tensions by
advocating for a Caliph from either of the tribes, anticipating
that this would reignite tribal conflicts and sow discord
among the Muslims. Therefore, to resurface the differences
it was important to the Jews that someone from Ansar
become the Caliph.

A Caliph from Ansar, whether from Aws or Khazraj tribe,
would have been beneficial to Jews for so many different
reasons. One was that the Arabs and inhabitants of Quraish
would likely reject their leadership, leading to internal
clashes within the Muslim community.

If the caliphate was given to Emigrants, it would have
fostered Muslim unity and enabled them to conquer the
world. To prevent this outcome, the Jews and their allies,
including the rulers of the Persian and Byzantine Empire
who had threat from Muslims, collaborated to provoke the
Ansar with the aid of hypocrites, inciting them to demand
the caliphate for themselves. However, Abu Bakr Siddig's
comprehensive wisdom thwarted these internal and external
plots, effectively uniting and strengthening the Muslim
community.

Nonetheless, the Jews and hypocrites were ensnared in their own
scheme. Their attempt to divide the Muslims backfired, instead
catalysing the unity and strength of the Muslims.

The hypocrites tried to detract the Ansar with the following
sweet talk:

1. The Ansar are the true supporters of Islam not the Emigrants.

Allah has blessed them with honour and dignity therefore
they deserve the Caliphate.
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2. Islam significantly spread after migration, largely due to the
support of Ansar. Before migration, very few inhabitants of
Makkah had accepted Islam. If Ansar played a crucial role in
spreading Islam before then they should continue to play a
crucial role in its cultivation.

3. The people who migrated with the Holy Prophet could not
protect him which is why Allah ordered them to migrate.
When Prophet Mohammad migrated to Madina, the Ansar
not only guarded him but also provided shelter to the
Emigrants.

4. The role of Ansar in battles against the infidels was pivotal
therefore they are more worthy for the seat of caliphate.

5. The victories achieved by Muslims in the Arab were largely
attributed to the efforts of the Ansar.

6. Prophet Mohammad maintained a strong affinity for the
Ansar throughout his life, suggesting that his successor
should come from among them.

7. The seat of caliphate rightfully belongs to the Ansar and they
should go to any extent to attain what is rightfully theirs.

8. Even the Quran has mentioned the superiority of the Ansar,
therefore, the Caliph must be elected from them.

9. The Ansar are considered the force of Allah and outnumber
the Emigrants.

10. Any attempt by Emigrants to usurp the rightful leadership of
the Ansar should result in their exile.

This was a very sensitive occasion, as God forbid, any
susceptibility of the locals of Madina to the plots of the
hypocrites could have caused bad blood among the Muslims,
disrupting their unity.

After migration, Prophet Mohammad looked after all the matters.
It is crucial to understand that the Muslim rule was not confined
to Madina, rather they ruled over the entire Arab. Most of the
tribes had already embraced Islam, while the remaining non-
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Muslim tribes paid jiziya to the Muslims. Additionally, Prophet
Mohammad had plans to expand Islam till the Persian and
Roman Empires. Therefore, one wrong decision could have had
disastrous consequences for the Muslims. Umar ibn Khattab and
Abu Ubayda were informed of this sensitive matter. At the time
Abu Bakr Siddig was occupied with the preparations for the
Prophet’s burial and funeral. Both the Companions immediately
sent a message to Abu Bakr Siddig to see them right away. Abu
Bakr said he was busy and could not come. However, after
further insistence and emphasizing upon the gravity of the
situation, Abu Bakr Siddiq emerged from Aisha’s house,
guestioning what could be more significant than attending to the
Prophet’s ghusl.

Umar and Abu Ubayda urgently informed Abu Bakr of the
brewing schemes by hypocrites to sow discord among the
Muslims at Sagifah. They could see the writing on the wall,
therefore, the three Companions along with other prestigious
Companions went towards Sagifah. On the way, they
encountered the two Companions, Asim ibn Adiyy and Uwaim
ibn Saidah, who suggested they should not go there as the
situation had worsened and could not be defused, therefore, they
must save their lives.

Despite the warning, the Companions remained resolute in their
decision to confront the situation head-on. Upon arrival, their
presence elicited a tense silence among the assembled crowd.
As they settled among the people of Madina, discussion about
the rightful successor ensued. Umar had already thought of a few
things to say. Just as he prepared to speak, Abu Bakr Siddig
intervened, requesting to let him address the assembly first. Abu
Bakr then got up and said:

“It was indeed a monumental challenge for the Arabs to
relinquish the faith of their forefathers and embrace a new
religion. At that time no one in Arab was willing to change the
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religion. Allah Almighty endowed the Emigrants with the
strength to take this remarkable initiative. They courageously
embraced the message of the Holy Prophet and provided him
with unwavering support and comfort despite facing relentless
opposition and persecution. As the vanguards of Islam, the
Emigrants are blessed with Divine favour and hold a special
place in the eyes of Allah. Their steadfastness in the face of
adversity, coupled with their close kinship with the Holy
Prophet, advocates their exceptional status among believers.
Therefore, only an oppressor would fight with them.

O Ansar! Your religious eminence is undeniable, for Allah chose
you to uphold the sovereignty of His religion and support the
Prophet. It is true that you are blessed as Prophet Mohammad
chose to come to you after migration. However, in the Quran
while addressing us together, Allah always mentions our name
prior to yours, implying our greater significance.
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Meaning: And the Emigrants and their supporters (Ansar), the
vanguard of the believers, and those who follow them in the
grade of spiritual excellence. (9:100)

Quraish shall rightfully assume the position of ruler, while you
shall be their esteemed wazirs. Rest assured and no action shall
be taken without your involvement. You are our brothers in faith,
our partners in the booty and our allies against adversaries. Your
excellence is undeniable and there is no one more deserving of
admiration than you. However, it is a reality that all Arabs hold
Quraish in high regard and will not accept anyone else’s rule.
Therefore, let Quraish assume the mantle of leadership, while
you stand as their trusted counsellors.”

On this sensitive occasion, Abu Ubayda addressed the Ansar and
said:
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“O Ansar! You were the vanguard of Islam’s advancement and
now the unwitting pioneer of its decline as well!”

His words struck a chord with the Ansar, dispelling all doubts
sown by the hypocrites and reigniting their faith.

At that point, when Abu Bakr Siddig glanced at the whole
crowd, he sensed it was the right moment for the election of the
Caliph, as everyone seemed persuaded. Before any hypocrite had
the opportunity to say anything to trigger the situation, he held
Umar ibn Khattab’s hand in one hand and Abu Ubayda’s in the
other hand and said:

“Pledge allegiance on the hand of either one of them. This is
Umar ibn Khattab, about whom Prophet Mohammad said, ‘O
Allah! Grant strength and honour to the religion through Umar.’
And this is Abu Ubayda, about whom Prophet Mohammad said,
‘He is the caretaker of my umma’.”

When Umar heard this, he instantly held the hand of Abu Bakr
Siddig and said, “I pledge allegiance to you. Prophet Mohammad
ordered you to lead Muslims in salat, therefore you are our
Caliph.”

Abu Ubayda also pledged allegiance to Abu Bakr Siddiq,
acknowledging, “You hold the highest rank among the Emigrants,
therefore you deserve to be the Caliph.” Encouraged by his
words, both Ansar and Emigrants, one after another pledged
allegiance to Abu Bakr Siddig.

This gathering is of immense historical importance. Mohammad
Hussain Heikal writes regarding this gathering:

Those interpreting the historic events truly are very clear that this
gathering holds the same weightage in Islamic history as the

pledge of al-Agabah and the migration to Madina. (Hazrat Abu
Bakr Siddiq)
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If we closely examine this event, we realize the immense
significance of the oath of allegiance to the Caliph. It was a
moment fraught with potential division and conflict. However,
Abu Bakr Siddig's wisdom averted such a scenario and kept the
Muslim community united. Ibn Saad and Ibn Abid in their books
on Islamic battles narrate a conversation of Rafay Tai who asked
Abu Bakr Siddig, “What led you to accept the role of Caliph,
whereas you previously advised me not to become a ruler even
upon two persons!” Abu Bakr Siddig replied that he felt
compelled to do so out of fear of dissension within the Muslim
community.

Ibn Khaldun writes:

< If Abu Bakr Siddiq had not handled the chaotic situation
when no one was in senses following the death of the
Prophet then who would have intervened and prevented
Umar from delivering an emotional speech? Who would
have lifted the sacred head of the Holy Prophet from Aisha’s
chest (when Prophet Mohammad passed away his sacred
head was resting on the chest of Aisha)? Who would have
defused the dispute between Ansar and Emigrants at
Sagifah? Those familiar with these incidents must
understand their gravity and the importance of Abu Bakr’s
adept management. (Tarikh Ibn Khaldun)

RIGHT TO BE THE CALIPH

Abu Bakr Siddiq has the honour of being the Prophet’s friend of
the cave and the first Caliph of Muslims. His appointment as the
Caliph was not merely by the consensus of Muslims but also has
the honour of being verified by both the Quran and several
Hadiths, indicating that he was the choice of Prophet Mohammad.
Here are some references from the Quran and Hadith in this
regard:
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Meaning: To those of you who believe and keep doing pious
deeds, Allah has given the promise that He will surely grant
them Khilafa (the trust of right to rule). (24:55)

It is written in Tafsir ibn Kathir that this verse of the Holy Quran
implies the caliphate of Abu Bakr Siddig.

Allah says in the Quran:
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Meaning: Say to the Bedouins lagging behind, “You will be

called up soon (to fight) against a hard-hitting, warring people.”
(48:16)

Abu al-Hasan al-Ash’ari said that he had heard Abu Abbas ibn
Surayj that the verse verifies the caliphate of Abu Bakr Siddig.
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Meaning: O believers! Whoever of you turns away from the
religion (Islam), Allah will soon bring (in their place) a people
He will (Himself) love and who will love Him. They will be kind
(and humble) towards the believers (but) strict (and firm)
towards the disbelievers (who are aggressive or hold enmity
against Islam). They will toil (very hard) in the way of Allah and
will never fear any reproaches of the reprovers. This
(constructive character) is the grace of Allah which He grants
whom He wills, and Allah is Infinite, All-Knowing. (5:54)

Imam Bayhaqgi relates this from Hassan of Basra that he
confirmed that this verse refers to Abu Bakr. When Arabs



33

reverted to disbelief, Abu Bakr and his companions valiantly
fought to redirect them back to Islam. Yunus ibn Bakir related
from Qatadah that the Arabs apostatized after the demise of
Prophet Mohammad. Qatadah also discussed with him Abu
Bakr’s battles against the apostates and said, “We even used to
say that this verse has been revealed specifically regarding Abu
Bakr and his companions.” (Al-Sawaiq al-Muhrigah pp. 74-75)
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Meaning: (O Allah!) Show us the straight path. The path of those
upon whom You have bestowed Your favours. (1:5-6)

Fakharuddin Al-Razi states that these verses indicate the
caliphate of Abu Bakr. He says that these verses are elaborated
in another verse where Allah talks about those upon whom He
bestowed His favours. That verse is the following:
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Meaning: And these will be in the company of those (spiritual
dignitaries on the Last Day) whom Allah has blessed with His
(special) favour: the Prophets, the truthful, the martyrs and the
most pious. (4:69)

And undoubtedly, Abu Bakr is the leader of the truthful and this
verse means that Allah has ordained us to seek the righteous path
on which Abu Bakr and other truthful people walked. If Abu
Bakr was not righteous, it would not be permissible to follow
him.

Thus, this verse is a proof that the Imamate of Abu Bakr was
rightly deserved.

The Holy Prophet gave a hint before his death that Abu Bakr
would be the Caliph after him.
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Once a woman went to the Holy Prophet, he told her to come
some other time. She asked, “What should I do if I could not
find you upon returning?” She implied the death of the
Prophet. The Holy Prophet replied, “If you do not find me
then go to Abu Bakr Siddiq.” (Bukhari 3659)

This Hadith confirms that after the death of Prophet Mohammad,
Abu Bakr Siddiq was to assume the caliphate.

Among the several indications that Prophet Mohammad gave
pertaining to Abu Bakr Siddiq being the Caliph, the most
significant is his order for Abu Bakr Siddiq to lead Muslims in
salat.
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Aisha bint Abi Bakr relates, “Prophet Mohammad during his
terminal disease asked me to instruct Abu Bakr Siddig to
lead the salat. I replied, ‘In case Abu Bakr Siddiq performs
this duty, he will keep crying thus he will not be able to
recite. With your permission may I ask Umar for it?” The
Prophet repeated, ‘Ask Abu Bakr Siddiq to lead the salat.’
Then I asked Hafsa bint Umar, “Will you request the Prophet
to instruct Umar to lead the salat because if Abu Bakr Siddiq
will stand at the place of Holy Prophet, he will keep weeping
and people will not be able to hear his recitation.” Hafsa then
requested the Prophet but he said, ‘You are like the women of
Egypt (of Joseph’s era). Instruct Abu Bakr Siddiq not
Umar’.” (Bukhari 3384, 7303)

Aisha reported that the Holy Prophet said, “In the presence
of Abu Bakr Siddig no one else is allowed to lead the
prayer.” (Tirmidhi 3673)

Aisha bint Abi Bakr narrates that during the Prophet’s
illness, he ordered Abu Bakr Siddiq to lead the people in
salat and Abu Bakr Siddig complied. (Bukhari 683)

In Tarikh al-Khulfa, al-Suyuti cited that this Hadith is clear
evidence that Abu Bakr Siddig was superior among all the
Companions and most deserving of the caliphate. Prophet
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Mohammad’s directive for Abu Bakr to lead prayer during his
lifetime is a significant indication of his status as the chosen
successor.

Ibn Asakir relates a detailed tradition from Hasan ibn Ali in
which Ali ibn Abi Talib quotes:

+» When the Holy Prophet passed away, we contemplated and
chose him (Abu Bakr Siddiq) in regard to the matters of the
world as the Prophet had chosen him in the matter of religion
from amongst us, as salat is the core of religion. He was
adept in both religious and worldly matters. Therefore, we
pledged allegiance to him and the truth is that only he was
eligible for it.” (Khulfa-e-Rashideen by Imam Suyuti)

« Aliibn Abi Talib relates that before passing away, the Holy
Prophet informed him that the Caliph after him will be Abu
Bakr Siddig. (kanz al-Ummal 36697)

+» Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman recounts a gathering with the
Prophet where he indicated towards Abu Bakr Siddiq and
Umar ibn Khattab, saying, “I do not know how long | will be
with you, so stick to both of them after me.” (Tirmidhi 3663)

+« Aisha bint Abi Bakr relates that Prophet Mohammad ordered
closing all the doors (opening towards Al-Nabavi Mosque)
except for the door of Abu Bakr Siddig. (Tirmidhi 3678)

It is mentioned in Tarikh al-Khulfa that this Hadith pertains to
the caliphate of Abu Bakr Siddiq as he would pass through that
door to lead the Muslims in salat.

Narrated by Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri that the Messenger of Allah
said:

+«+ There is no Prophet except that he has two ministers among
the inhabitants of the heavens and two ministers among the
inhabitants of the earth. As for me, the two ministers from
the inhabitants of the heavens are Angel Gabriel and Angel
Michael and my two ministers from the inhabitants of the
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earth are Abu Bakr Siddiq and Umar ibn Khattab. (Tirmidhi
3680)

This Hadith further solidifies the status of Abu Bakr Siddig as
the rightful successor to the Prophet.

« Ibn Abu Mulaika reported, “I heard Aisha bint Abi Bakr
saying that she was asked as to whom Allah's Messenger
would have nominated as Caliph if he had to nominate one.
She said, ‘Abu Bakr Siddig.” It was said to her, ‘Then whom
after Abu Bakr Siddig?’ She said, ‘Umar’.” (Muslim 6178)

Ibn Asakir relates:

« A person went to Umar and a few people were sitting in
front of him eating food. Umar asked a man who was sitting
in the back row, “You read the holy books of the previous
Messengers of Allah, what is written in them?” He replied,
“Abu Bakr Siddiq would be the Caliph of Prophet
Mohammad.” (Tarikh al-Khulfa)

 Abu Hurairah narrates that the Holy Prophet said, “On the

night of Miraj, | was taken to the heavens and | saw,

‘Prophet Mohammad is the Messenger of Allah and Abu

Bakr Siddiq is the Caliph of the Prophet,” written on each

SKy.”” (Tabarani, Ibn Asakir, Abu Ya'la)

The aforementioned verses of the Holy Quran and Hadiths verify
that Abu Bakr Siddig was chosen by Allah to be the Caliph after
Prophet Mohammad. There is another tradition:

% Jubayr ibn Mut’im recounts, “When the Holy Prophet
declared his Prophethood, | was en route to Syria. Upon
reaching Basrah, a group of Christians approached me and
inquired if 1 was one from the people of Makkah and
Madina. Once | affirmed, they proceeded to inquire whether
I knew the individual claiming to be the Prophet? When |
confirmed, they led me to one of their churches adorned with
several images. There they asked me, ‘Does any of these
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images match the description of the Prophet?” However,
none among the idols or images bore his likeness.

Then they guided me to a larger church, brimming with an
even greater collection of images. Once again, they asked me
the same question. | looked around and noticed an image
precisely describing the appearance of the Prophet. Within
the same image was a figurative depiction resembling Abu
Bakr, holding the corner of the Prophet’s cloak.

Turning to me, the Christians inquired eagerly, ‘Have you
found an image matching the Prophet’s description?’
Confirming, | then sought clarification from them, asking
what they intended by their line of questioning. They once
again inquired about the accuracy of the image’s depiction,
particularly focusing on the distinctive description of the
Prophet’s forehead. Solemnly, I affirmed that it indeed
matched his description. Intrigued by my certainty, they
pressed further, ‘Do you know him?” Without hesitation, |
confirmed my acquaintance. In response, they declared, “We
confirm that he is your Prophet and the person holding his

cloak is designated to be the Caliph after him’.” (palail-un-
Nabuwwah, pp. 57-58)



PREDICTION OF UPHEAVALS IN THE
CALIPHATE OF ABU BAKR SIDDIQ

Allah says in the Quran:
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Meaning: O believers! Whoever of you turns away from religion,
Allah will soon bring (in their place) people He will (Himself)
love and who will love Him. (5:54)

It is written in Tarikh al-Khulfa:

«» When the Arab tribes renounced Islam, Abu Bakr Siddiq and
the companions fought against them and brought them back
to Islam. The verse refers to Abu Bakr Siddiq and the
companions.

Shah Waliullah writes:

¢+ The verse refers to the incidents after the death of the Prophet
when many revolts and upheavals occurred. People from all
regions of the Arab abandoned Islam besides Makkah,
Madina and the area of Jawatha. (1zalatul Khulfa; Vol 1; pp. 136-137)

In this way, the Quran predicts the upheavals that occurred
during the caliphate of Abu Bakr Siddig by mentioning those
who would turn away from religion and create chaos either by
denying zakat, apostatizing, claiming false prophethood or by
supporting any of the false prophets. At another instance, Allah
says in the Quran:
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Meaning: If (Prophet Mohammad) passes away or is martyred,
will you then turn on your heels (back to your former religion)?
And whoever turns back on his heels shall not harm Allah the
least. (3:144)

This verse clearly indicates that after the death of Prophet
Mohammad, there would be a period of turmoil where people
would renounce Islam and various challenges would arise. The
era after Prophet Mohammad was the caliphate of Abu Bakr
Siddiq in which deniers of zakat and self-proclaimed prophets
arose and Abu Bakr Siddig succeeded against them. Thus, this
verse alludes to the turmoil that occurred in the caliphate of Abu
Bakr Siddig.

Similar to the verses of the Holy Quran, some Hadiths also
indicate the challenges Abu Bakr Siddiq was going to face in his
era.

Prophet Mohammad said:

R/

| dreamt that | was drawing water from a well using a
bucket. As | was doing so, Abu Bakr Siddiq arrived and
attempted to draw a bucket or two but he encountered
difficulty. Allah may forgive him. (This symbolizes the
difficulties he had to face in his caliphate to suppress
apostasy, deniers of zakat and false claimers of prophethood.
The two and a half years of his caliphate went by managing
such impediments). After that Umar arrived (and the scene
transformed). The bucket expanded significantly. | have
never seen anyone working so hard. (Umar was drawing
water so fast and so much that) not only did all the people
drink to their heart's content but also watered their animals
and took them to their destination. (Bukhari 3682)

This Hadith also refers to the challenges that Abu Bakr Siddig
would face during his caliphate and how he would address them
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effectively, thereby laying the groundwork for Umar to focus on
advancing and prospering the religion. lbn Kathir writes:

«» Al-Shafi’i states that the dream of a Prophet is always true.
Difficulty in pulling the bucket refers to the short tenure of

Abu Bakr Siddig’s caliphate which was filled with revolts.
(Tarikh Ibn Kathir, Vol 3, Part 6, p. 505)

OBJECTION TO THE DECISION OF THE
PROPHET

Prophet Mohammad had prepared troops against the Byzantine
Empire and Usama ibn Zayd was chosen to lead it. However,
before they could depart, the Prophet passed away. Several
people doubted the potential of Usama ibn Zayd as he was young
and inexperienced. Sultan-ul-Ashigeen says in this regard in his
book:

«» People suggested Abu Bakr Siddig to postpone the plan of
sending troops for now, but he had a different opinion. He
chose to proceed with the march, declaring, “I cannot stop
the orders of the Prophet.” (The Rashidun Caliphate)

TROOPS OF USAMA AND ABU BAKR
SIDDIQ’S BRAVERY AND WISDOM

Abu Bakr Siddig’s decision to send troops with Usama
demonstrated not only his fearless behaviour but also his
strategic foresight. To comprehend the rationale behind this
decision, it is crucial to grasp the context of the impending
battle.
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THE REASON BEHIND PREPARING THE
TROOPS

The army led by Usama held unique significance as it was not
only the last army assembled by the Holy Prophet but also the
first one deployed under the caliphate of Abu Bakr Siddig. In
this regard, references from different books on Islamic history
are given:

+« Prophet Mohammad himself organized this army and
appointed Usama as its commander-in-chief. After the Battle
of Mu’tah and the Expedition of Tabuk, Prophet Mohammad
was concerned that tensions between Muslims and Christians
would potentially give opportunity to the Jews to instigate
the Romans into attacking the Arabs. The incidents that took
place in the Battle of Mu’tah and the Expedition of Tabuk
were also supporting these doubts. These incidents had
added fuel to the fire and further escalated the evil intentions
of the Romans. They were already busy in the preparations
to invade the Arabs. Sensing the looming threat, the Holy
Prophet’s rationale was to crush the Romans at every cost
and safeguard the northern border of the Arab from army of
Hergal by dispatching troops to Syria under Usama’s
command. (Sirat Khulfa-e-Rashideen)

+¢+ During the life of Prophet Mohammad, the Muslims were in
danger from the evildoings of Musaylimah and Al-Aswad al-
Ansi along with the Persian and the Byzantine Empires.
Prophet Mohammad's strategic approach was to address the
Byzantine threat first. Victory over the Romans would
weaken the false claimants of prophethood, as they would
lose external support. Hence, Prophet Mohammad assembled

the army under the supervision of Usama. (Sirat Sayyidna
Siddig-e-Akbar)

++ Following the Expedition of Tabuk, Romans decided to be
fierce against Muslims and planned to invade the Arab
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territories. To halt their invasion and attack Syria in the
Byzantine Empire, Prophet Mohammad organized the
troops. However, when Prophet Mohammad got unwell, the
troops could not proceed. (Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq)

++ The Romans had conguered a big part of the world and were
considered a superpower at the time. Muslims were well
aware of their strength. The same year, Jews after being
defeated by Muslims in Khaybar, Tayma and Fadak had
sought refuge in Palestine and were furious for retaliation.
They provoked the Romans against Muslims by emphasizing
that if they could overpower big powers like the Persian

Empire then Muslims would pose little threat to them. (Hazrat
Abu Bakr Siddiq)

These were the reasons due to which Prophet Mohammad had
aligned troops against the Byzantine Empire. This also shows
that to fortify the roots of Islam, it was important to secure
victory over them. However, the troops could not proceed to
their mission in the life of the Holy Prophet. Regarding this
matter, Mohammad ibn Jarir al-Tabari writes in Tarikh al-
Tabari:

+ Prophet Mohammad in his life had assembled an army under
the commandership of Usama ibn Zayd to be dispatched to
Syria. However, while Usama with the troops had just
reached Jarf, they received the news of Prophet
Mohammad’s illness. Therefore, Usama and the troops

halted and stayed there until the death of Prophet Mohammad.
(Tarik al-Tabari)

OBSTACLES ABU BAKR SIDDIQ FACED
WHILE SENDING TROOPS
After the death of Prophet Mohammad, it was challenging to

prepare and send the troops again and only Abu Bakr Siddiq
could accomplish this difficult task. He faced enormous backlash
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and obstacles along the way. People were very opinionated
regarding the matter, with some offering excuses and while
others presenting different justifications for why Abu Bakr
Siddiq should refrain from sending troops. Some of the common
excuses people made were as follows:

1. After the death of the Holy Prophet, Arabs in large number
are indulging in apostasy and revolts. It would be prudent to
address these internal threats before engaging in external
matters.

2. The safety of Madina is in jeopardy due to the presence of
the false claimers of prophethood and those who refuse to
pay zakat. If there is any chaos or disturbance from those
groups then there would be no army to guard Madina,
leading to an easy defeat of the Muslims.

3. If the troops were to depart, it would signal to all the
apostate tribes that now the Muslims lack military strength
and it would make it easier for more people to renounce
Islam.

4. If sending troops is deemed necessary, then Abu Bakr Siddiq
should consider replacing the commander. As Usama ibn
Zayd is a twenty-year-old young and inexperienced
commander.

People completely disregarded the fact that the Holy Prophet
himself had selected Usama as the commander of the troops.
Even during the life of the Prophet, some had suggested
replacing Usama that was disliked and rejected by the Prophet.
This opposition persisted after his death. Bravo to the
steadfastness and wisdom of Abu Bakr that he stood sturdy
against all the opposition and honoured the decision of the Holy
Prophet even after his death.

Sultan-ul-Ashigeen Sultan Mohammad Najib-ur-Rehman says:

+ When Prophet Mohammad was unwell during the last days
of his life, preparations were made to dispatch a force of
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seven hundred soldiers against the Romans under the
supervision of Usama ibn Zayd. However, after Prophet
Mohammad passed away, the situation for Muslims seemed
precarious, making it appear impractical to dispatch any
Muslim force from Madina. Some suggested postponing this
plan for the time being, but Abu Bakr Siddig had a different
opinion. He resolved to proceed with the march and said, ‘I
cannot halt the orders of the Prophet.” (The Rashidun Caliphate)

Umar Abu an-Nasr says:

« Abu Bakr Siddig and all other Muslims keenly sensed the
brewing unrest among the Arab tribes following the death of
Prophet Mohammad. The pivotal question on everyone's
mind was whether to quell the internal rebellions first or to
adhere to the Holy Prophet's directive and dispatch troops
under Usama ibn Zayd to safeguard the borders of the Arab
lands. In this critical moment, Abu Bakr Siddig remained
resolute. Without wavering, his first act upon assuming the
caliphate was to honour the Prophet's command. He promptly
dispatched troops to Syria under the commandership of
Usama, just as the Prophet had intended. This was not an easy
decision as he had to face a lot of opposition. To say the least,
people sought reasons to at least make him replace Usama ibn
Zayd. They used the differences between the Ansar and
Emigrants and rebelling tribes as a base of their argument to
justify their demand. They also pressured him by saying that
it was a very sensitive time as the fumes of revolts were rising
from everywhere and if the troops leave now, it would
weaken the strength of Muslims. But nothing could make
Abu Bakr Siddiq rethink his decision to pursue what Prophet
Mohammad had initiated. He declared:

“T swear by the Lord who possesses my life! Even if | am
certain that the wild beasts from the jungle will take me away,
I shall still not stop the troops under the commandership of
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Usama. These are the troops that the Holy Prophet ordered to
be sent. Even if it means that Madina is left with not a single
person, | will still send them.” (sirat Khulfa-e-Rashidun)

When people were disappointed as Abu Bakr Siddiq was
resolute in his decision, they turned to Umar ibn Khattab hoping
he could persuade him. Usama ibn Zayd sensed that discord
among Muslims was rising because of him, thus he also
requested Umar to intercede with Abu Bakr Siddiq to postpone
the expedition. Mohammad Hussain Heikal writes in this regard:

+ When Usama sensed the mounting pressure and criticism
directed towards his commandership, he approached Umar,
urging him to speak to Abu Bakr Siddiq about postponing
the expedition. Usama proposed that they should first
address the internal revolts among tribes regarding apostasy
and nonpayment of zakat. Another group also implored
Umar to persuade Abu Bakr Siddig to delay sending the
troops or at least appoint a more experienced commander
than Usama.

After all the requests, Umar first relayed the message of
Usama ibn Zayd to Abu Bakr Siddig. On hearing this, Abu
Bakr Siddiq said:

“Even if the dogs and wolves from the jungle enter Madina
and take me away, | will not refrain from carrying out what
the Holy Prophet had ordered.”

Subsequently, Umar presented the recommendation of the
other group to Abu Bakr Siddig, which elicited frustration
from him and he said:

“O Umar! Prophet Mohammad appointed Usama as the
commander of the army, not 1. Now you want me to back off
from this decision.” (Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiqg)
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Umar ibn Khattab conveyed Abu Bakr Siddig’s response to
those who objected. It is written in Tarikh al-Tabari:

Y/
0'0

Ibn

Y/
0'0

Some individuals expressed concern about the safety of
Madina, suggesting that since Muslims were less in humber,
Abu Bakr Siddiq should not send the army with Usama.
However, Abu Bakr Siddig remained steadfast in his
decision, declaring:

“I swear to the Lord who holds my life! Even if | am left
with not a single person and | fear that wild animals will tear
me apart, | will not halt Usama's expedition as ordered by
the Holy Prophet. Even if | am the sole survivor in the entire

area, | will alone pursue Prophet Mohammad's command.”
(Tarikh al-Tabari)

Kathir writes:

Abu Bakr was determined to deploy the troops led by Usama
ibn Zayd that Prophet Mohammad had prepared. The
situation grew dire as every Arab tribe, be it prominent or
common, had apostatized. Discord was rampant and
influences of Judaism and Christianity were on the rise. The
Muslim community was in disarray following the death of
Prophet Mohammad and were perplexed as their enemies
outnumbered them. Therefore, people advised Abu Bakr that
as he could see the rebellion of Muslims and Arabs against
him, thus in such critical circumstances it was unwise to
separate the Muslim forces from him. In response, Abu Bakr
remained resolute and said, “I swear by the Lord who holds
my life! Even if | am certain of the threat that the wild beasts
from the jungle will take me away, | shall still not halt
Usama’s troops, as commanded by the Prophet. I will pursue
what Prophet Mohammad initiated even if | stand alone in
Madina.” (Tarikh Ibn Kathir, Vol. 3, part 6, p. 581)
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DEPARTURE OF THE TROOPS

Abu Bakr Siddiq disregarded all the arguments and ordered the
departure of the troops, directing everyone to join the troops at
Jarf.

Abu Bakr Siddiq with his wisdom made such arrangements that
all the differences regarding this expedition were resolved before
the troops departed. As the troops set off, Usama rode on
horseback while Abu Bakr Siddiq walked alongside his horse.
People were surprised to see Abu Bakr Siddig giving such
respect and regard to the commander. Witnessing the gesture of
their Caliph, people were inspired and followed his footsteps and
did not object to his decision anymore. This act effectively put
an end to all the disputes and differences regarding the
expedition.

Mohammad Hussain Heikal describes this scene as follows:

@,

« Usama ibn Zayd was very concerned that he was riding the
horse and Abu Bakr Siddig, the Caliph of Prophet
Mohammad, was walking alongside. Out of utmost respect,
he said:

“O respected Caliph of the Prophet! Either you also ride the
horse or allow me to walk with you.”

On this Abu Bakr Siddiq expressed:

“Neither will T ride the horse nor will you dismount the
horse. If I can take a few footsteps in the way of Allah,
maybe that will become a source of my forgiveness on the
day of judgment.”

Sultan-ul-Ashigeen says:

« It is said that while sending the troops, Abu Bakr Siddiq

walked a long distance with them to demonstrate his support.
(The Rashidun Caliphate)



48

THE IMPACT OF SENDING TROOPS

The events we have recounted so far underscore Abu Bakr
Siddig's unwavering resolve in overcoming the obstacles to
sending troops. Now, it is crucial to examine the impact of this
decision.

When the troops of Usama ibn Zayd departed, one could witness
that it left a miraculous effect on the people. For example, those
contemplating to revert reconsidered realizing the strength and
commitment demonstrated by the Muslims. Tribes observed:

« If they lacked strength, they would never have left their
capital Madina. They must have an equal number of troops in
Madina, that is why they are sending them to fight the

Romans. If they succeed, we will join them. (sSirat Khulfa-e-
Rashideen)

This perception significantly dampened rebellious sentiments.
The historians write:

«» As these troops traversed through regions where rebellion
was brewing, tribes witnessed the departure of a formidable
army to confront the Romans. Reflecting on this display of
strength, they reasoned that only a powerful entity could
afford such a significant detachment for the Roman
campaign. Anticipating victory, they resolved to align with
the Muslims once the conflict concluded. With the
triumphant return of the Muslim army, wavering tribes
reaffirmed their commitment to Islam. (Tarikh al-Khulfa)

% The army of Usama was victorious. Therefore, when they
returned numerous tribes abandoned their rebellious
inclinations. (Sirat Sayyidna Siddiq-e-Akbar)

+«» The victory of Usama’s army not only restored the faith of
wavering tribes but also reinforced their acceptance of
Madina as their capital. (Sirat Khulfa-e-Rashideen)
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The impact of Usama's success extended far beyond the borders
of Arabia. The resounding victory not only bolstered the decision
of the Arab tribes to not apostatize but also deterred
neighbouring tribes from entertaining hostile intentions against
the Muslims.

Y/
0'0

Y/
0'0

The display of Muslim strength instilled fear in the hearts of
the Romans, dissuading them from pursuing their malevolent
designs of invading Arab territory. (Sirat Khulfa-e-Rashideen)
The expedition of Usama’s troops proved to be immensely
advantageous despite the critical circumstances. As they
journeyed through various Arab tribes, their presence
instilled a sense of fear and awe among the people. Many
perceived their deployment as a testament to the might of the
Muslim forces. From whichever Arab tribe the troops
traversed by, their majesty and aura enveloped the tribes
with fear. The troops remained outside Madina for forty
days, while some traditions suggest they were away for
seventy days. They returned triumphed and brought back
considerable booty. (Tarikh Ibn Kathir, Vol. 3, part 6, p. 581)

The outcome of the expedition orchestrated by Abu Bakr Siddiq
and led by Usama ibn Zayd solidified the stature of Muslims and
the authority of their leadership. It reverberated across various
dimensions, some of which include:

1.

The expedition catalysed restoring Muslim influence and
respect among the Arab tribes, bringing them back into
alignment with the principles of Islam.

The deniers of zakat lost confidence and were demotivated.
Muslims regained the strength and morale to defeat the false
claimers of prophethood.

The display of Muslim strength instilled fear and apprehension
among foreign powers.

The unity and cohesion were strengthened among Muslims,
contributing to their overall power and resilience.
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On seeing these mighty impacts, the Companions were
convinced of the wisdom and foresight of Abu Bakr Siddig. Abu
Hurairah, attesting to Abu Bakr’s indispensable role remarked:

«» Swear to Allah, Who is the Lord of everything! If Abu Bakr
was not the Caliph, there would have been no one to worship
Allah.

POINT OF VIEW OF THE DENIERS OF
ZAKAT

The departure of the troops under Usama's command left Madina
vulnerable to the schemes of the deniers of zakat, who saw an
opportunity to challenge Abu Bakr Siddig's authority and
policies. With no military presence in Madina, they believed
they could exert pressure on the Caliph and manipulate policies
to their advantage.

Among the deniers of zakat were the tribes of Abs, Dhubyan,
Kinanah, Ghatafan and Fazara. They believed that Madina on
one hand was preoccupied with huge external threats from
powers like the Byzantine Empire and the Persian Empire while
on the other hand, the internal strife caused by the false
claimants of prophethood had trapped Madina in a mess. There
were some internal resistances as well from those unwilling to
accept Abu Bakr Siddig as the Caliph. In the wake of Prophet
Mohammad’s death, the unity and strength of the Muslim
community were perceived to be at risk. The deniers thought that
the chaotic situations had well drained the forces of Madina and
it would not have the strength to fight them and would surrender
to their demands.

The Arab delegations started coming to Madina. They accepted
offering salat, however, among them were some who refused to
pay zakat to Abu Bakr and it is said that they used the following
verse as an excuse to the non-payment of zakat:
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Meaning: Collect alms (zakat—the alms-due) from their wealth
so that by these (alms) you may purify them (of their sins) and
(by this purification of faith and riches) bestow upon them
blessing and pray for them. Surely, your prayer is a (source of)
delightful calm for them. (9:103)

They asserted that they would pay zakat to only that person
whose prayer would grant them peace. Some also recited the
following verses:

“When Prophet Mohammad was alive, we followed him.

However, we are not sure about the leadership of Abu Bakr.”
(Tarikh lbn Kathir, Vol. 3, part 6, pp. 587-588)

POINT OF VIEW OF THE BELIEVERS

The issue of the deniers of zakat was extremely important and
delicate. Any wrong decision could divide the Muslims
infinitely. To address the matter, Abu Bakr Siddiq convened a
meeting with the esteemed Companions. Many suggested that
initiating a battle with the deniers of zakat at this point would
further undermine the sovereignty of the Muslims. They
proposed adopting a more conciliatory approach, advocating for
unity with them and together becoming a bigger force against the
enemies of Islam. In this way, they will have more chances of
being successful in the battles against the external forces.

Regarding this Jalaluddin al-Suyuti says:

R/

« Umar ibn Khattab relates that when Prophet Mohammad
passed away, several tribes of Arab renegaded and declared
that they would offer salat but would not pay zakat. On
hearing this, he went to Abu Bakr Siddig and urged, “O
Caliph of the Prophet! Be lenient with these people.”
However, Abu Bakr Siddiq replied, “I swear by the Lord! |
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will fight them as long as | can wield a sword, even if it
means receiving zakat equivalent to a camel’s tether in
return.” (Tarikh al-Khulfa)

Mohammad Hussain Heikal writes:

People likened zakat to jizya and argued that such levies are
for the non-Muslims. We are Muslims, we do not have to
pay taxes. We are Muslims just like the Muslims of Madina.

Why should we pay zakat to the ruler of Madina! (Hazrat Abu
Bakr Siddiq)

On hearing everyone’s suggestion, Abu Bakr Siddiq stood up
and said:

“I will fight with those who differentiate between (the obligations
of) salat and zakat.”

Sultan-ul-Ashigeen Sultan Mohammad Najib-ur-Rehman writes
in his book:

« When Abu Bakr Siddig became the first Caliph, many

wealthy Muslims refrained from paying zakat. This
problem became so crucial and momentous that even a
reliable and trustworthy person like Umar ibn Khattab had
to say, “O Abu Bakr! These people must be handled
politely, you should approach them differently.”

Abu Bakr Siddiq said, “O Umar, you are very strict in
Islam. How come you are so infirm now! Allah has fulfilled
his promise and implemented His will. Now you cannot
change it. Swear to God! | will not hesitate to fight if | need

to get zakat equivalent to even a small piece of rope.” (The
Rashidun Caliphate)

Ibn Kathir writes:

®
0’0

The Companions advised Abu Bakr Siddig regarding the
issue of non-payment of zakat, proposing to leave the matter
as it is and make peace with the deniers until their hearts
were enlightened with the light of faith and they resumed the
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payment of zakat. However, Abu Bakr disagreed with their
suggestion. (Tarikh Ibn Kathir, Vol 3, part 6, p. 581)

WHY DID ABU BAKR SIDDIQ NOT AGREE
TO THE SUGGESTION OF THE
COMPANIONS?

In Islam, both salat and zakat are obligatory.

In the Quran, at most of the places Allah has ordered zakat
with salat.

An incident in the life of the Holy Prophet took place when
House of Thaqif, a tribe of Taif, came to the Prophet to
accept Islam. They then asked him to excuse them from
offering salat. However, the Holy Prophet did not excuse
them.

If deniers of zakat were not fought, it could have set a
precedent and many new Muslims would have adopted the
same approach to save money.

Allowing relaxation to the deniers of zakat was like
amending the religion.

Had Abu Bakr Siddiq let go of one obligation of Islam then
in future people would have used it to their advantage as an
example in an argument to deviate from any other obligatory
act that they might find difficult.

If Abu Bakr had handled this matter politely, the false
claimers of prophethood might have plotted propaganda to
discredit the authenticity of the religion, citing if Islam was a
true religion then it would have stood its ground and not
changed. Thus, they could astray other Muslims on this
basis.
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INVASION OF DENIERS OF ZAKAT ON
MADINA

Upon weighing all these factors, Abu Bakr Siddiq decided to
fight with the deniers of zakat. Witnessing Abu Bakr’s
determination, Umar ibn Khattab remarked:

“T am now convinced that Allah has rightly guided Abu Bakr
Siddig in the matter of deniers of zakat. His resolve is
commendable and just.”

«» Ubaydullah ibn Abdullah bin Utbah bin Masud narrated on
the authority of Abu Hurairah that when the Messenger of
Allah passed away and Abu Bakr was appointed as Caliph,
those amongst the Arabs who desired apostasy began to
apostatize. (When Abu Bakr decided to fight the deniers of
zakat) Umar ibn Khattab said to Abu Bakr Siddig, “Why
would you fight against the people when the Messenger of
Allah declared, ‘I have been directed to fight against people
so long as they do not affirm that there is no God but Allah,
Prophet Mohammad is the Messenger of Allah. He who
professes it is granted full protection of his property and life
on my behalf except for a right. His (other) affairs rest with
Allah’.” Upon this Abu Bakr Siddiq replied, “By Allah! 1
would fight against him who severs salat from zakat, for it is
an obligation. By Allah! I would fight against them even to
secure the cord (used for hobbling the feet of a camel) which
they used to give to the Messenger of Allah (as zakat) but
now they have withheld it.” Umar ibn Khattab remarked,
“By Allah, | have found nothing but the fact that Allah has
broadened the chest of Abu Bakr Siddiq for (perceiving the
justification of) fighting (against those who refused to pay
zakat). | fully recognize and testify that Abu Bakr Siddiq is
right.” (Muslim 124)
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The deniers of zakat soon realized that Abu Bakr Siddiq would
not accept their demands. Therefore, they decided to take quick
action and attack Madina before the troops of Usama returned.
Their strategy was to intimidate the believers with a show of
power, hoping to compel Abu Bakr Siddig to rethink his
decision. The deniers of zakat understood that if they delayed the
attack and waited to see what action plan Muslims would take
then certainly shame and defeat would be their destiny.
Therefore, they hastily devised a plan to attack Madina before
the troops returned. To start they camped outside Madina and
before attacking they sent a delegation to Madina to negotiate
with Abu Bakr Siddiq. But Abu Bakr Siddiq was stern in his
decision and said:

“If they deny paying zakat, even if it is equivalent to a piece of
rope which they used to pay during the life of the Holy Prophet, |
will not hesitate to fight.”

Regarding this Ibn Khaldun states:

+« The Abs and Dhubyan tribes got infuriated. House of Abs
gathered at Abraq and Dhubyan gathered in Dhu al-Qassah,
accompanied by a few individuals from the Houses of Asad
and Kinanah. Collectively they decided to send a delegation
to Abu Bakr Siddiq for negotiations. They presented their
demands, seeking a reduction in the number of prayers and
exemption from zakat. In response Abu Bakr Siddig
adamantly declared, “By Allah! I will fight with them even if
it is for collecting zakat from them as insignificant as a mere
piece of rope. Also, there shall be no leniency in even a

single unit of salat from the five daily salats.” (Tarikh Ibn
Khaldun)

The delegation returned disappointed as they were expecting
Abu Bakr Siddiq to yield under the pressure of their armed
forces. Instead, Abu Bakr Siddiq stood his ground in this tough
time. When the delegation was negotiating with Abu Bakr
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Siddiq, they were also keenly assessing and weighing the
strength of the Muslim forces and concluded that the Muslims
lacked power to defeat them. When the delegation left, Abu Bakr
Siddiq gathered the Muslims and addressed:

“Up till now, they (the deniers of zakat) were thinking that we
would agree to their terms. However, now they are certain that
we will not agree. Now be prepared for their imminent attack.”

Subsequently, Abu Bakr Siddig assigned a small contingent of
troops to Ali ibn Abi Talib, Zubayr ibn al-Awwam, Talha ibn
Ubaydullah and Abdullah ibn Masud and sent them to each
entrance point of Madina which was vulnerable to attack from
the enemy. Three days after the departure of the delegation,
someone informed Abu Bakr Siddiq that the enemy was fully
prepared to fight and would strike the following day.

Abu Bakr Siddiq gathered the Muslims of Madina and led them
towards the enemy in the darkness of night. The enemy was
sound asleep when the Muslims launched a surprise attack,
causing them to panic and in fear they started running away.
When they reached the place of their reinforcements, they fought
back and the battle continued for a long time. The deniers
resorted to throwing ropes at the camels of the Muslims, which
frightened them into fleeing towards Madina. Consequently, the
battle ended without any conclusive victory.

The deniers believed that the Muslims were now weakened.
Thus, they decided to attack them with full force. The next night
Abu Bakr and other Companions did not sleep at all, rather
prepared for the battle. Later that night, Abu Bakr and Muslims
struck the enemy once again, catching them off guard. They
were once again sleeping oblivious of their surroundings. This
time Muslims defeated the enemy, teaching them a lifelong
lesson. The Muslims chased the enemy for a long distance and
then returned to Madina.
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BATTLE OF ABRAQ

The deniers of zakat had gathered at Abrag. The people of the
tribe Dhubyan owned Abrag and were the foremost in denying
zakat. Meanwhile, the troops of Usama returned with a colourful
victory. Abu Bakr Siddig wanted to crush even the minor
remnants of zakat deniers. Notably, these deniers, following their
earlier defeat, had intensified harassing the Muslims living in
their vicinity, causing considerable distress.

To ensure the safety of Madina, Abu Bakr Siddiq left the troops
of Usama in Madina and along with other Muslims headed
towards Abrag. Yet again the deniers faced a big defeat. Abu
Bakr Siddiq evicted the Dhubyan tribe from ‘Abrag and
distributed the land as booty among the Muslims, solidifying
their control over the area.

Umar Abu an-Nasr writes in his book:

+» Post defeat, Abu Bakr siddiq exiled the tribes Bakar, Abs,
Dhubyan, Kinanah, Ghatafan that comprised of deniers of
zakat and apostates from their land. They went to Buzakha
and collectively allied with Tulayha ibn Khuwaylid al-Asadi.
Abu Bakr Siddiq also announced that since the land was
granted to them (Muslims) by Allah as war-spoil, it would
not be given to the runaways. Therefore, the land of Abrag
and Rabadha, along with its environs and the grazing fields
was divided among the Muslims. Abu Bakr Siddiq then
returned to Madina. (Sirat Sayyidna Siddig-e-Akbar)

In this way, Abu Bakr Siddiq with his wisdom, insight and
bravery crushed the existence of the deniers of zakat.
Mohammad Hussain Heikal writes in his book:

+« Abdullah ibn Masud said in this regard, “After Prophet
Mohammad, we were at a very dangerous point. Had Allah
not helped us through Abu Bakr Siddig, we might have had
collapsed. While some of us believed that resorting to battle
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over the collection of zakat camels was unnecessary, Abu
Bakr Siddiq’s stance to fight with the zakat deniers proved to
be the correct course of action. Allah granted Abu Bakr
Siddiq the ability to guide Muslims because of which

Muslims came out of those tough times.” (Hazrat Abu Bakr
siddiq)

FALSE PROCLAIMERS OF PROPHETHOOD

On one hand, Abu Bakr Siddig was dealing with the deniers of
zakat and on the other hand, the storm of apostasy was rising.
This not only gave chance to the exterior forces to plot but also
gave opportunity to the claimers of false prophethood. The fitna
of false prophethood was particularly influencing the newly
converted Muslims, as they were yet unaware of the true reality
and teachings of Islam. Additionally, the apostates united with
the false claimers of prophethood as this was a great opportunity
for them to strengthen themselves against Islam. To add fuel to
the fire, the deniers of zakat used this chaotic situation to their
advantage to pressurize Abu Bakr Siddiq and fulfil their
demands. In short, it was such a perilous time that only Abu
Bakr Siddig could deal with. Allah Almighty chose him to crush
the fitna of that time and complete setting the foundation of a
strong Islamic state initiated by the Holy Prophet.

Umar Abu an-Nasar writes:

«» The mischief that emerged in the era of Abu Bakr Siddiq
was very dangerous. The false claimers of prophethood were
among the pioneers to spark this mischief. They claimed that
they received revelation from Allah in the same manner as
Prophet Mohammad did. Apparently, they were Muslims
with such a hollow faith that they claimed themselves as a
pI’Ophet. (Sirat Sayyidna Siddiq-e-Akbar)

The false claimants of prophethood that emerged in the era of
Abu Bakr Siddiqg were:
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«» Tulayha ibn Khuwaylid from the tribe of Asad falsely
claimed prophethood while Prophet Mohammad was still
alive. This cursed man wrote a letter to the Holy Prophet in
which he claimed to be a partner in the Prophethood of
Prophet Mohammad and that he was the recipient of Divine
revelation.

« Aswad Ansi was another self-proclaimed prophet who
emerged during the life of Prophet Mohammad and ignited
sedition in Yemen and its surroundings.

¢+ The great liar, Musaylimah al-Kadhab declared prophethood
in the region of Al-Yamama (present-day Najd Desert, Saudi
Arabia). He wrote a letter to Prophet Mohammad in which
he purported to be his partner in prophethood.

«» A woman named Sajah bint Harith from House of Tamim
also declared herself to be a prophetess. She married
Musaylimah and in conjunction with him caused a lot of
mischief among the tribes and this snowballed the number of
rebels against Islam. When Musaylimah married her, he
exempted her two salats as a gift of marriage.

++ Lagqit ibn Malik purported to be a prophet in Oman.

In the upcoming lines, we will elaborate on how these liars were
not only causing turmoil for Islam but they also used their full
force to eradicate the existence of Islam. Praise to the
perseverance of Abu Bakr Siddiq that in a short period of two
and a half years of his caliphate, he dealt with these mischief-
makers in such a way that he not only defeated them but also
exterminated their fitna from roots.

Sultan-ul-Ashigeen Sultan Mohammad Najib-ur-Rehman writes
in his book, The Rashidun Caliphate:

R/

+ Right after Prophet Mohammad passed away a few
fabricators in Arab claimed false prophethood. Aswad,
Musaylimah and Sajah had an erroneous individualized
assertion of Prophethood. Sajah was a Yemeni woman who
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falsely claimed prophethood. This fitna was very lethal and
devastating to Muslims.” (The Rashidun Caliphate)

Ibn Khaldun writes:

+» The frequency of reports regarding apostasy among the Arab
tribes escalated significantly. Except for the Quraish and
Thaqif tribes, nearly all other tribes renounced their
allegiance to Islam. This bolstered the ambitions of figures
like Musaylimah, while Tulayha found support from the
Tayy and Asad tribes. House of Ghatafan renounced Islam
and the House of Hawazin followed them and stopped
paying charity. Even prominent figures from the House of
Sulaym abandoned their faith. Thus, apostasy spread widely
across various regions with messengers consistently bringing
news of apostasy from places like Yemen, Al-Yamama,
House of Asad and among the esteemed members of Arab
society. (Tarikh Ibn Khaldun)

ASWAD ANSI

Aswad Ansi wielded considerable influence as a soothsayer in
South Yemen, known for his adeptness in sorcery and the art of
captivating crowds with his cunning tricks. Exploiting these
talents, he succeeded in garnering a following among the
illiterate masses, ultimately proclaiming himself a prophet.

Umar Abu an-Nasr writes in his book:

R/

% Aswad Ansi proclaimed prophethood in Yemen. He sparked
bloodshed which continued until he was killed. He acquired
the epithets Dhu al-Himar (the master of the ass)’ and Dhu
al-Khimar (the veiled, as he used to veil his face to create an
aura of mystery). He had gained power in Yemen and

" He had a donkey whom he had trained to kneel before him when he would tell it,
“Kneel before your lord.” Then he would order it, “Bow before your lord,” and it would
bow.
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became a self-proclaimed prophet. (sirat Sayyidna Siddig-e-
Akbar)

He had claimed prophethood while Prophet Mohammad was still
alive. When the Holy Prophet was informed of his
bloodshedding, he was busy preparing the troops under Usama.
He instructed messengers to convey his message to regional
rulers, urging them to continue the fight against al-Ansi until the
return of Usama's army. The plan was to confront al-Ansi once
Usama's forces returned from their expedition. However, Prophet
Mohammad's illness and subsequent passing disrupted these
plans.

The point to ponder here is how strategically and with strong
faith Abu Bakr Siddiq dealt with the mischief caused by the
rebellions. This is the mischief that ignited in the last days of the
life of Prophet Mohammad. The spark of mischief turned into
burning flames when the news of the Prophet’s death spread.
This news had shaken the foundation of Islamic state that the
Prophet was strengthening. The Muslims began to lose faith
which formed a crack in their union and strength. This was a
time of disbelief and chaos which allowed self-proclaimed
prophets, deniers of zakat and exterior rivals to further blast the
flames of turmoil and mischief. Yet, in the face of such
challenges, Abu Bakr Siddiq exhibited unwavering resolve and
leadership. He skilfully navigated the turbulent waters and
cemented the roots of Islam in the Arab world and reconstructed
the Islamic state whose foundation was laid by Prophet
Mohammad. This is why Abu Hurairah asserted that had Abu
Bakr Siddig not become the Caliph, there would have been no
one to worship Allah. Indeed, the caliphate of Abu Bakr Siddiq
played a pivotal role in preserving and advancing Islam during
its most vulnerable time.
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Let’s talk about the events that led to exacerbate the fitna. There
is a famous tradition regarding this matter which is described as
under:

When Prophet Mohammad sent a letter inviting Khosrow, the
king of Persian Empire, to embrace Islam, Khosrow reacted with
fury. He commanded Badhan, governor of Yemen, to (God
forbid) decapitate the Prophet and bring his head to the court.
Badhan dispatched two men to carry out this order. However,
upon encountering the Prophet, they witnessed signs of his
remarkable Prophethood. Prophet Mohammad told them:

“My Lord has informed me that Khosrow has been assassinated
by his son who has seized the throne.”

Both men found this to be true. This is how Badhan embraced
Islam and then Prophet Mohammad did not dismiss him from the
governance of Yemen. After Badhan's death, the Holy Prophet
appointed his son Shahr as the governor of Sana’a and
designated various governors to administer Yemen. These
governors had barely settled in when Aswad Ansi attacked
Yemen, killed Shahr and declared himself the ruler of Yemen.

In the book, Sirat Sayyidna Siddig-e-Akbar, the author writes
about this mischief in the following words:

+» Yemen, Hadhramaut, Bahrain, Ahsa and Adan were captured
by Aswad, extending his dominion from the shores of Adan
to Sana’a and even reaching the valley of Taif.

Aswad's rule cast a shadow of distress over every Muslim. While
many urged Abu Bakr Siddiq to deploy troops to quash this
rebellion, Abu Bakr Siddiq remained unintimidated by Aswad's
power. He refused to rush into hasty decisions despite mounting
pressure from the Muslim community. The way Abu Bakr Siddiq
crushed the power of Aswad without raising a sword or sending
troops is a living example of his remarkable wisdom and
political acumen. Rather than resorting to military force, he
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pursued a more strategic approach. He took such calculated
measures that crushed Aswad and yet did not stir any upheaval
in those areas. Instead of using force, he persuaded the monarchs
of Yemen and advisors of Aswad towards Islam, advocating it as
the true religion. Furthermore, he unveiled the barbaric mindset
of Aswad towards them. They were convinced that Islam is true
religion and Aswad’s claim of prophethood was false. They also
came to know that Aswad was planning ill against them. As a
result, Aswad was assassinated without any blood-spilling in
those regions. Although his followers were mostly mischief
makers yet Abu Bakr Siddig ensured that his assassination did
not disrupt the peace and stability of the affected areas. Through
calculated measures and diplomatic finesse, Abu Bakr Siddiq
effectively neutralized the threat posed by Aswad, demonstrating
his exceptional leadership and statesmanship.

TULAYHA IBN KHUWAYLID

Tulayha ibn Khuwaylid emerged as a pseudo prophet during the
life of the Holy Prophet. He claimed prophethood after an
incident that is narrated as follows:

Tulayha ibn Khuwaylid was passing through a desert along with
his followers. He accurately predicted the presence of water in a
particular area, a projection based on observing the birds
flocking to that spot. Exploiting this circumstance, Tulayha
proclaimed himself a prophet, capitalizing on the ignorance of
his followers just as he fooled them regarding presence of water.

Emboldened by his follower’s acceptance, Tulayha furthered his
pretence by abolishing zakat, enticing the deniers of zakat to
rally around him. Additionally, he sought to bolster his following
by rescinding the obligation of salat. These actions contributed to
the expansion of his influence. Like other upheavals, the news of
the Holy Prophet's demise granted momentum to Tulayha's
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rebellion, amplifying the chaos and turmoil that plagued the
Muslim community during that period of transition.

The author of Sirat Sayyidna Siddig-e-Akbar writes in his book:

% The false prophets emerged during the last days of Prophet
Mohammad’s life, challenging his authority and spreading
deception among the people. In response, Prophet
Mohammad sent Dhiraar ibn al-Azwar to the Muslim
governors of House of Asad, instructing them to take strict
actions against the imposter prophets. Following these
directives, Muslim forces camped in the region of Dardat
and Tulayha along with his companions stationed in
Samirah. As the news of Muslim victories in_ minor
skirmishes circulated, their force swelled with recruits,
bolstering their strength day by day. Therefore, Dhiraar
decided to head towards Samirah with his forces. Muslims
were still preparing for the battle when they received the
news of the death of the Holy Prophet which created a state
of restlessness in them. This sowed seeds of doubt and
hesitation, causing some to waver from Islam and merge
with Tulayha.

Regarding this Ibn Khaldun writes:

¢ During the life of Prophet Mohammad, Tulayha renounced
Islam and settled in Samirah. He was a magician and
claimed false prophethood, attracting followers from a few
clans of the House of Israel. Prophet Mohammad had sent
troops to quell his evil intentions but before they could
succeed, news of the Prophet’s death reached them,
emboldening the malevolent ambitions of Tulayha. The
Ghatafan, Hawazan and Tayy tribes also became his
supporters. Khalid ibn Walid headed that way to crush them
but before he reached there, Adi ibn Hatim from Tayy tribe
initiated negotiations with his people. Because of his prudent
strategy members of Tayy tribe decided to separate
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themselves from Tulayha and entered the circle of Islam.
(Tarikh Ibn Khaldun)

One can imagine the capacity of Tulayha’s force by the fact that
he did not hesitate to launch an attack on Madina. However, Abu
Bakr Siddig’s swift response thwarted his sinister intentions and
guarded Madina. Undeterred by this setback, Tulayha's influence
continued to grow steadily. His power received a significant
boost following Abu Bakr Siddig's victory over the deniers of
zakat. In a bid to take revenge various tribes including Abs,
Ghatafan, Dhubyan and Bakar rallied behind Tulayha. This
alliance was fuelled by two primary motives:

1. Seeking revenge from the state of Madina.

2. These tribes did not want to pay zakat and Tulayha
introduced either exemption from zakat or did not mandate
its payment.

Tulayha strengthened further when the hypocrite Uyainah ibn
Hisn joined him. Uyainah was the man who supported non-
Muslims in the Battle of Trench. When he attacked Madina, the
Holy Prophet along with his Companions came out of Madina
and defeated him. This battle is called Expedition of Dhu Qarad
or Expedition of Ghaba. Because of Uyainah’s animosity with
Islam, he united with Tulayha and added to his force.
Additionally, the tribes from Eastern Arab allied with him
exacerbating the challenges faced by Muslims. The turmoil
caused by Tulayha fumed so much that Muslims from
surrounding areas sought refuge in Madina. Tulayha openly
rejected the authority of Madina, escalating the conflict.
Mohammad Hussain Heikal's account sheds light on these
developments:

¢+ The tribes of Abs, Ghatafan and Bakar along with their allies
who had previously suffered defeat in their attack on
Madina, sought vengeance and thus aligned themselves with
Tulayha. Furthermore, Muslim and Bedouin tribes from the



66

Eastern Arab including the House of Ghatafan also joined
forces with Tulayha. (Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq)

To extinguish the mischief caused by Tulayha, Abu Bakr Siddig
appointed Khalid ibn Walid. Since at the time, Muslims were
fighting multiple battles, therefore Tulayha’s army outnumbered
Muslim forces. Abu Bakr Siddig realized the importance of
shrinking the circle of supporters around Tulayha, weakening his
support base. To do so, the steps Abu Bakr Siddiq took are a
living example of his political acumen and foresight. During this
time, Adi ibn Hatim, the leader of the House of Tayy came to
Abu Bakr Siddig with the collected zakat. His presence stirred
controversy among the residents of Madina, given that many of
his tribesmen were aligned with Tulayha's army while others
were openly hostile towards Muslims. On one signal from
Tulayha, they were willing to fight against Muslims. However,
the political intellect of Abu Bakr Siddiq turned the tables. He
swiftly devised a plan to address this delicate situation and took
the following measures:

«» When the residents of Madina expressed concern about Adi
ibn Hatim's arrival, Abu Bakr Siddiq reassured them saying,
“Don’t worry! This man is a source of blessing to us.”

+» He advised Adi to talk to the people of his tribe and warn
them that if they would not withdraw support for Tulayha
then the sword would be raised against them before Tulayha.

% Abu Bakr Siddiq further advised Adi that if his tribesmen
agreed to withdraw support to Tulayha, he should then call
back five hundred members of his tribe who were in
Tulayha’s army, under the pretext that Muslims were
planning an attack on their tribe. Upon their return, reveal
the truth and the entire tribe should invite them to embrace
Islam.

+« Abu Bakr Siddiq advised Khalid ibn Walid that when the

people of Tayy tribe unite with the Muslim army, he should
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travel towards al-Jadila tribe and hopefully Allah will bless
Khalid in his endeavour.

Adi ibn Hatim returned to his tribe and warned them that Khalid
ibn Walid had set out with his army and if they continued to
support Tulayha, they would face imminent attack. He urged
them to summon their brothers and relatives back from Tulayha's
army. Adi emphasized that Muslims were formidable fighters
who had already vanquished powerful enemies outside Madina.
Despite being less in number they defeated the deniers of zakat
who were from the five major tribes of Arab and were still at war
with the Byzantine Empire. This persuasive argument convinced
the people of his tribe to reconsider their support for Tulayha.

Hence, they devised a strategic plan to call back their brothers
and relatives from Tulayha's army, being mindful that revealing
the truth directly could lead to their execution by Tulayha.

Per their plan, the House of Tayy sent a message to their
tribesmen in Tulayha’s army saying that Muslims were preparing
to attack their tribe so they should return home to fight against
them. Tulayha saw the return of his supporters from Tayy tribe
as a positive development because he believed this fight would
weaken the Muslims before they could launch an attack against

him. The point of view of Tulayha was:

1. If the tribe Tayy succeeds then the Muslims will not have
any strength left to attack him hence he will conveniently
attack Madina.

2. Contrarily, if the Muslims succeeded, they would still have
faced a lot of loss and weakened. In that case, he will attack
them right away.

Tulayha anticipated that regardless of any circumstances, things
would be in his favour so he gladly allowed the people of Tayy
to leave. Upon their return, the elders of the tribe along with Adi
ibn Hatim persuaded them that uniting with Muslims would
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benefit them and ensure the protection of their lives and
possessions.

Afterwards, Adi ibn Hatim accompanied by an army of five
hundred soldiers went to Khalid ibn Walid. He welcomed them
and informed about the next move which was to attack al-Jadila
tribe. The members of Tayy tribe mentioned that al-Jadila was
the branch of their tribe and requested the opportunity to
persuade them to join forces with the Muslims. Adi ibn Hatim,
along with some of his people, successfully convinced al-Jadila
tribe to unite with the Muslims.

It is mentioned in Sirat Sayyidna Siddig-e-Akbar:

+« Then Khalid ibn Walid intended to go towards the station of
Ansr so they could fight against the tribe al-Jadila. Adi
intervened and said that tribe al-Jadila was an offshoot of
their tribe. He requested permission to speak to them and
persuade them to return to Islam. Khalid granted him
permission and Adi successfully convinced al-Jadila tribe to
join the Muslim ranks. As a result, their one thousand
soldiers merged with Khalid ibn Walid's army.

Khalid ibn Walid informed Abu Bakr Siddiq of the current
situation who then instructed him to head towards Tulayha. He
further instructed him to allow the House of Tayy to only fight
against the House of Qays. The strategy behind this instruction
of Abu Bakr Siddig was:

1. Houses of Tayy and Asad were comrades. They had relatives
amongst each other, because of this they might have refused
to be part of the army.

2. If they were forced to fight against House of Asad, they
would not have fought wholeheartedly.

When the army advanced towards Tulayha, House of Tayy
expressed that they would fight only against House of Qays due
to their alliance with House of Asad. Khalid ibn Walid granted
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their request. The people of Tayy were delighted to hear this and
fought against the House of Qays with full force. Although, Adi
ibn Hatim reprimanded his tribesmen by questioning their
friendship with the House of Asad who held animosity towards
Islam. However, Khalid ibn Walid intervened and advised him
not to oppose his tribe, as fighting against the House of Qays
was also Jihad.

After a violent battle Tulayha was defeated. He managed to
escape the battlefield, fleeing for his life and never again incited
mischief.

Mohammad Hussain Heikal describes the incident of the escape
of Tulayha in his book in the following words:

¢+ Then the battle commenced at the station of Buzakha. Khalid
ibn Walid was the commander in chief of the Muslim forces,
while Uyainah led Tulayha’s army. Tulayha, wrapped in a
blanket, remained in his camp, seemingly awaiting a divine
revelation. As the battle commenced, Uyainah, witnessing
the strength of the Muslims and war skills of Khalid, rode to
Tulayha and inquired, “Has Angel Gabriel brought you a
revelation from God?” Tulayha responded, “Not yet.”
On hearing this, Uyainah returned to the battlefield and
fought Muslims. The Muslim army managed to make dents
in the foe’s army. Uyainah then hurried back to Tulayha’s
camp and repeated his inquiry, “Has Angel Gabriel brought
you God’s revelation?” Tulayha reiterated his earlier
response. Growing anxious, Uyainah pressed for a timeline
for the revelation. Tulayha replied, “My plea has reached the
Highest, now we must wait to receive an answer.” On
hearing this Uyainah returned to the battlefield and resumed
the fight.
When Uyainah observed the dire situation on the battlefield,
with Khalid ibn Walid’s army pushing them back and blood-
spilling of his army everywhere, he became increasingly
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worried as he could see defeat written on the wall. He rushed
back to his master Tulayha and yet again asked the same
query, to which Tulayha replied, “Listen! God said that you
have the same millstone as that of the Muslims and your
words are such that you will never forget.”

On hearing this, Uyainah suspected his master of falsehood
and could not help but say, “Certainly Allah knows that soon
such incidents will take place that you will not be able to
forget.”

Arabs refer to the battles as millstone. Tulayha’s words
implied that his men were enduring the same tough battles as
Muslims had endured and these experiences will be
unforgettable for him.

After this Uyainah addressed his people and loudly declared:

“O House of Fazara! Tulayha is a liar, withdraw from the
battle and run for your lives.”

On hearing Uyainah, the people of Fazara heeded his words
and fled from the battlefield, while the rest of the soldiers
gathered around Tulayha and asked, “What is the order for
us?”

Tulayha had already prepared for his escape, providing a
horse for himself and a camel for his wife. When he saw
people in enormous affliction, he along with his family fled
from the battlefield while urging those around him to

manage to escape with their families as he had done. (Hazrat
Abu Bakr Siddiq)

SAJAH BINT HARITH

Sajah was a woman who falsely claimed to be a prophetess. She
was from the tribe of Yarbu which was the offshoot of the House
of Tamim. She was married in Taghlib tribe. She wielded
influence as a smooth-talker. After the death of the Holy Prophet
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when the upheavals started, she visited various Arab tribes,
peddling false claims of prophethood particularly targeting those
who denied payment of zakat. She married Musaylimah, the
great liar. Their marriage was sealed with an agreement in which
Musaylimah as a wedding gift granted her followers exemption
from two of the daily salats.

According to certain historians, Sajah bint Harith was suspected
of being part of the Iranian scheme aimed at undermining the
Muslims, thereby creating a window of opportunity for the
enemies to assail Madina. Mohammad Hussain Heikal elaborates
on this perspective:

+« Some historians state that Sajah’s visits to various tribes
were planned by the leaders of Iranian Empire. The intention
was to ignite upheaval against the Muslim rule so as to
strengthen the Iranian rule that was loosing its power day by
day. Arabs had already converted Badhan, the ruler of
Yemen, into Muslim and had captured Yemen and now were
slowly spreading their roots into Iran. (Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq)

Regardless of the fact whether Sajah was part of the Iranian
Empire’s plot or not, her actions undoubtedly disrupted Muslim
unity and led astray newly converted Muslims. When she
launched an attack on Madina with her army, Abu Bakr Siddiq’s
army under the command of Aws bin Khuzayma swiftly quashed
their efforts, ensuring that her mischief would never rise again.

MUSAYLIMAH - THE GREAT LIAR

After Prophet Mohammad passed away and Abu Bakr Siddiq
became occupied with those who refused to pay zakat, the rebels
and the apostates, Musaylimah was busy promoting his
erroneous assertion of prophethood. He succeeded in garnering
support from a significant number of people, amassing an army
of forty thousand soldiers. The situation spiralled out of control,
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with his followers resorting to violence against those who
rejected his false prophethood.

Sultan-ul-Ashigeen writes in his book, The Rashidun Caliphate:

<+ Out of all the fraudulent prophets, Musaylimah-the great liar,
was the strongest. Hence to eradicate him, Khalid ibn Walid
fought a fierce battle and crushed him. (The Rashidun Caliphate)

Mohammad Hussain Heikal writes:

« According to one tradition, the army of Musaylimah
consisted of forty thousand soldiers and according to another
tradition it consisted of seventy thousand soldiers. At the
time, this was considered a huge army. (Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq)

It is written in Sirat Sayyidna Siddig-e-Akbar:

+ Musaylimah was the biggest self-proclaimer of false
prophethood. He had forty thousand soldiers and that
number for an army was rare and unique that Arabs had not
heard of before.

One can imagine the magnitude of Musaylimah’s army from the
fact that Abu Bakr Siddig had never felt compelled to make such
huge preparations against any other army. Mohammad Hussain
Heikal writes:

«» Abu Bakr Siddig had prepared a force of eleven armies to
fight the apostates. He sent each group against a single
apostate tribe. However, he recognized that sending a single
army was not enough against Musaylimah. (Hazrat Abu Bakr
Siddiq)

The preparations that Abu Bakr Siddiq made against Musaylimah

are as follows:

1. He dispatched the army under the commandership of lkrima
ibn Amr.
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2. Another troop with Shurahbil ibn Hasana as commander was
deployed.

3. Inclusion of the veterans of Badr in the battle of Yamama
against Musaylimah. Despite Abu Bakr Siddig's initial
intention to retain the veterans of Badr in Madina for
consultation, he enlisted them for the Battle of Yamama.

4. Those who had memorized the Holy Quran were included.

The army commanded by Khalid ibn Walid was sent.

6. Organized the army of Ansar led by Thabit ibn Qays and al-
Bara ibn Malik.

7. Another army comprised of Emigrants was assembled, which
was led by Hudhayfah ibn Atbah and Zayd ibn Khattab.

8. Arranged the armies from different fighter tribes in which
the leader of each tribe commanded their respective army.

i

Indeed, the scale of preparations shows how fierce was the army
of Musaylimah and how big of a threat it was to the sovereignty
of Islam.

If we examine the root cause behind the strength of
Musaylimah’s army, we can say:

His false self-proclaimation of prophethood was different and
unique from others. He (God forbid) had claimed himself as a
partner in the prophethood of Prophet Mohammad.

Mohammad Hussain Heikal writes in his book:

+»+ Musaylimah along with the people of his tribe had come to
Madina to embrace Islam. His comrades left him behind to
keep a watch on their camels and belongings. When Prophet
Mohammad gave gifts to the people of his tribe, they
mentioned him as well. The Holy Prophet then said that the
caretaker of belongings had an equal share in them.
Musaylimah interpreted the words of the Prophet according
to his wish and said it meant that Prophet Mohammad was
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(God forbid) making him partner in his prophethood. (Hazrat
Abu Bakr Siddiq)

When Prophet Mohammad heard about this, he was holding an

old stem of date in his hands and said, “If Musaylima asks me
even for this dried stem of date, I will not give him.”

The news of the death of Prophet Mohammad further heightened
Musaylimah’s deceit as he spread the rumour that true prophet
could not die. His followers cited his longevity of one hundred
and fifty years as an evidence of his status as a prophet.

Prophet Mohammad sent a person named Nahr ar-Rijal to the
place of Musaylimah so he could preach Islam and save people
from his mischief. However, that cursed man was dazzled by the
worldly luxuries and united with Musaylimah. He then started
telling people that he had been sent from Madina so he could
verify that Musaylimah’s claim was right.

Followers of other false prophets were mostly motivated by
tribal biases and hence were easy to defeat. Conversely,
Musaylimah's adherents were remarkably unified, transcending
tribal divisions. This unity posed a significant challenge, as they
stood steadfastly together in support of Musaylimah.

Another reason for Musaylimah’s strength was that his followers
were driven by a deeply ingrained ideology, unlike those of other
false prophets who mostly consisted of the deniers of zakat.
They were not ideological rather love for wealth and money had
forced them to follow the false claimers. However, the followers
of Musaylimah believed that they were fighting for a right cause
that is to attain their rightful share in prophethood.

During that period, alongside Muslims, Arab was inhabited by
Christians, Jews and polytheists, each contributing to the
religious landscape. This environment of religious diversity
provided fertile ground for Musaylimah's rise, as his teachings
appealed to those seeking an alternative to established faiths. The
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relaxation of moral standards, including the acceptance of
alcohol and promiscuity, attracted all the unvirtuous people
towards him.

The morale of Musaylimah’s army skyrocketed when they
defeated the army of Ikrima. This is how they were able to repel
the army of Shurahbil and get a further boost of confidence. On
seeing the defeats of Muslims, people who had yet not joined
Musaylimah united with him considering him invincible.

Several people from the tribe of Musaylimah knew that he was a
liar, yet they supported him. Regarding this, the book Sirat
Sayyidna Abu Bakr Siddig mentions an incident:

+« Several people knew Musaylimah was a liar yet supported
him since he belonged to their tribe. Tulayha al-Namri went
to Yamama and asked people where was Musaylimah.
People asked, “Why do you take his name so disrespectfully
when he is the prophet of Allah.”
Tulayha said, “I cannot conclude until I meet him.”
Therefore, people took him to Musaylimah and the following
dialogue took place:
Tulayha: O Musaylimah! Who brings you the God’s
revelation?
Musaylimah: Rahman.
Tulayha: In light or darkness?
Musaylimah: In darkness.
Tulayha: Then | bear witness that you are a liar and Prophet
Mohammad represents the truth. However, we endear our
liar over the truthful Prophet of others.

He supported Musaylimah and was killed while fighting along
with him in a battle.

If we look at the preparations of Abu Bakr Siddig and the
strength of Musaylimah’s army, we can understand the severity
of the mischief and upheaval caused by him. Nevertheless, Abu
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Bakr Siddiq sent his forces to fight against Musaylimah, defeated
him and put an end to his upheaval for good.

LAQIT IBN MALIK

Lagit ibn Malik belonged to the tribe Azd and resided in Oman.
After the death of the Holy Prophet, he declared himself a
prophet in Oman and expelled its ruler.

In the era of Prophet Mohammad, Oman was under the influence
of the Persian Empire and was ruled by Jaifar. Prophet
Mohammad invited him to Islam, which he accepted after getting
answers to certain inquiries.

When the news of the Holy Prophet’s death spread, Laqit
asserted his prophethood and expelled the ones from Oman who
denied his claim. Jaifar also had to leave Oman and seek refuge
in the nearby mountainous region. After uprooting the fitna of
Musaylimah, Abu Bakr Siddiq sent Hudhayfah ibn Mihsan and
Arfajah ibn Harthama al-Barigi to Oman so they could put an
end to the fitna of Lagit as well. Ikrima had already reached
Oman, so Abu Bakr Siddiqg instructed them to first consult him
before taking any action. Ikrima proposed a strategic approach,
suggesting they first bring Jaifar and his companions back to
Oman and integrate them into the army before launching an
attack.

Laqgit established his base in Dibba. Initially, the situation
appeared critical for the Muslims, but with the assistance of
Allah, they emerged victorious as the tribe of Abd al-Qays and
some other tribes of Oman joined Muslims. The Muslim army
vanquished Lagit and his ten thousand soldiers. While some
managed to flee, many others embraced Islam truly.
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FITNA OF APOSTASY IN THE SOUTHERN
ARAB TRIBES

After successfully crushing revolts and fostering peace among
the Northern tribes, Abu Bakr Siddiq turned his attention to the
Southern tribes. The Southern side of Arab was almost half of
the Arab world encompassing Yemen, Bahrain, Kinda,
Hadhramaut and Oman.

Unlike their Northern counterparts, these Southern tribes were
geographically distant from Madina, making it imperative to
secure alliance with the tribes closer to Madina first. Doing so
would facilitate potential military endeavours against the
Southern tribes and bring them under the rule of Madina.

Since, the Southern territories bordered the Iranian Empire and
they influenced them to some degree, any military action in these
regions risked provoking the Iranian king. Hence, it was
appropriate to cultivate friendship with neighbouring tribes
before making such a move.

The route from Madina to Southern Arab was very arduous, as
one had to pass through the rugged desert. Consequently,
travelling between the North and South Arab regions was
infrequent due to the formidable challenges of the route. Given
the considerable distance and limited connectivity, upheavals in
Southern Arabia would have minimal impact on Madina. Thus,
prioritizing the suppression of revolts in Northern Arab was
crucial.

Additionally, the Northern tribes had observed Islam more
closely compared to their Southern counterparts, rendering them
easier to conjoin with Muslims. Moreover, the Southern tribes
were beset by rebellions more intensely, hence revolts on
Northern side were dealt with first considering them easier.
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According to some historians, Muslims fought battles with
Southern tribes in 11 AH while others think the year is 12 AH.
Regardless of the calendar year, there is consensus that Muslims
fought these battles in the caliphate of Abu Bakr Siddig.

FITNA IN BAHRAIN

In 9 AH, the Holy Prophet sent Al-Ala ibn al-Hadrami to the
governor of Bahrain to invite him to Islam. Initially, he had some
queries but eventually he accepted Islam and zealously invited
his community to Islam as well. Recognizing his commitment,
the Prophet retained him as governor. He sent one of his smart
and intelligent fellows named al-Jarud to Madina to attain
Islamic education. After getting education when he returned, he
fervently preached Islam, leading to numerous conversions.
Prophet Mohammad passed away in 11 AH, a couple of months
later, the governor of Bahrain also passed away. Soon after his
death the fitna of apostasy began and got so extreme that Al-Ala
ibn al-Hadrami had to leave Bahrain and settle in Madina.

Hatim ibn Zubiyyah exacerbated the situation, inciting Muslims
to apostate. His supporters were safe while he would oppress and
force his opponents to leave Bahrain.

This chaos caused a lot of trouble for al-Jarud but he remained
steadfast on Islam. Situation got worse when his tribe Abd al-
Qays also renounced Islam.

Mohammad Hussain Heikal writes:

« When al-Jarud questioned his tribespeople about their
reasons for abandoning Islam, they said, “If Prophet
Mohammad truly were a Prophet, he would not have died.”
Al-Jarud said, “You know that Allah has sent Prophets in
different eras before Prophet Mohammad. What do you think
happened to them?” People acknowledged that they indeed
did die. Al-Jarud then logically extrapolated, “Just as other



79

Prophets died, similarly Prophet Mohammad also passed
away. If the Prophethood of other Messengers of Allah
persisted after their death, then why would Prophet
Mohammad’s Prophethood cease after his death! I testify
that there is no God but Allah, Prophet Mohammad is the
Messenger of Allah.”

People were so impressed and convinced by al-Jarud’s address
that they recited shahada right away in the declaration of their
faith and repented from apostasy.

Upon learning about al-Jarud and his tribe's steadfast
commitment to their faith, Hatim sieged them in the town of
Jawatha. As days passed, their food and water resources
dwindled, yet their faith remained unshaken. When Abu Bakr
Siddiq learnt about their miserable condition, he dispatched
troops to exterminate the oppression of Hatim under the
commandership of Al-Ala ibn al-Hadrami. People accompanied
and supported the troops from wherever they passed by. When
the troops reached near the town of Jawatha, they found out that
Hatim had gathered a lot of weapons and soldiers.

Al-Ala ibn al-Hadrami adopted a strategic approach, he landed
his troops at a safe distance, dug a trench around them and
waited for the right moment to attack. The timing of the attack
was crucial to prevent defeat since Hatim’s army was double in
number and was well-equipped.

Finally, one night they got the right opportunity to attack. The
opponent’s camp was loud and revelry. Their raucous celebrations
revealed their state of inebriation. This was a golden opportunity
to catch the enemy off-guard, so al-Jarud commanded the army
to attack and successfully defeated them. Several people were
killed, others fell in the trench while the rest managed to escape
to the nearby island on boats. Hatim was killed. Al-Ala ibn al-
Hadrami thought it would be wise not to chase the ones who
managed to escape rather preach to the people of Bahrain and
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invite them to Islam. This is how upheavals in Bahrain ended
and it became peaceful.

FITNA IN DARRAIN

The island of Darrain is a couple of miles from Bahrain. The
defeated army of Hatim ibn Zubiyyah escaped to Darrain and
started conspiring a revolt with the tribes of that island, while Al-
Ala ibn al-Hadrami was busy making peace in Bahrain. When
peace was fully restored in Bahrain, he commanded his forces to
go towards Darrain. Muslims did not have boats to go to the
island. Regarding this matter, Mohammad Hussain Heikal writes
in his book:

+ Al-Ala ibn al-Hadrami addressed his army in a loud voice
while standing at the shoreline. He said, “O brave warriors!
Allah has bestowed upon us His signs when we were on the
land and He can certainly manifest His signs (Divine
assistance) even amidst vast oceans. Just as we have
witnessed His help on land, let us maintain an unwavering
faith in His guidance as we venture into the waters. Arise
and meet the enemy head-on! Cast aside fear, for Allah will
shield us. Rejoice, for Allah has gathered our adversaries in
one place, presenting us with a golden opportunity for
victory over all of them at once. Let us not squander this
divine gift! Rise, do not waste time and prepare to confront
the tempestuous waves of the ocean with courage and
conviction.” (Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq)

Inspired by Al-Ala ibn al-Hadrami’s words, everyone dived into
the ocean and reached the island so the opponents could taste a
big defeat. This is how Darrain also became peaceful.

FITNA IN AL-MAHRAH

The situation in al-Mahrah was no different than other Southern
tribes. Almost all tribes here were against the state of Madina.
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The only thing different here was that its residents were divided
into two groups and both were against Muslims.

Ikrima ibn Amr used the division of tribes to his advantage to
bring them on the right path. When Ikrima reached al-Mahrah,
there were rumours of a strong alliance of both groups against
Muslims. However, Ikrima was a wise commander and did not
waste a second. Before the union of both the groups could head
in any direction, he started inviting the weaker of the two groups
to Islam and they did embrace Islam. The reason this group
revolted to begin with was that they were new Muslims and were
not fully aware of the teachings of Islam. Ikrima cleared their
doubts by elaborating on the Islamic values and teachings, for
them to decide who to unite with and certainly faith had victory.
This group united with the Muslims. This union led to the defeat
of the stronger group, thus Ikrima successfully eliminated all the
upheavals in al-Mahrah.

FITNA IN YEMEN

The seeds of rebellion had taken firm root in Yemen, where the
wazirs of the self-proclaimed prophet Aswad Ansi had
assassinated him. Despite his demise, the insurrection he incited
continued to flourish and had taken a terrible turn. According to
a tradition Aswad was assassinated after proper planning by his
commanders and wazirs. After Aswad’s death, Abu Bakr Siddiq
made his wazir, Fayruz al-Daylami, the governor. Aswad was
assassinated by Fayruz, Dazwiyyah, Hashbans and Qays. Fayruz
belonged to Persia while Qays was from Yemen.

Yemen at that time had many immigrants who were referred to
as ‘Abna’. Fayruz was also an immigrant. When Aswad had
ignited the flames of apostasy, he used presence of immigrants to
create regional prejudice. He proclaimed that outsiders were not
eligible to rule Yemen. Upon assuming leadership in Yemen,
Fayruz became a target of intrigue. Qays, recognizing the potent
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narrative of outsiders employed by Aswad, began scheming
along similar lines. Some of the schemes plotted by Qays are as
follows:

1. He united with Amr ibn Ma’adi Yakrib, a fighter and a poet
of Yemen because he influenced a big part of Yemen.

2. Qays wrote letters to all tribes, big or small, requesting them
to partner with him so he could end the leadership of
immigrants.

3. He visited the fighter tribes of Yemen and provoked them to
apostatize.

4. Badhan was the governor of Yemen, whom Prophet
Mohammad kept in that position after he had accepted Islam.
However, after his death, the rule of Yemen was divided
among different leaders. Qays along with Amr ibn Ma’adi
Yakrib met the leaders of different areas of Yemen and
provoked them against Fayruz.

5. To practically promote his movement against Fayruz, Qays
reached out to the people who had supported Aswad Ansi.
This happened to be quite beneficial for him.

The schemes worked in favour of Qays. He planned to kill
Fayruz, Hashbans and Dazwiyyah. The supporters of Aswad
reached Sana’a, a city in Yemen. Regarding this Mohammad
Hussain Heikal writes:

R/

«» The communication they had via letters and the steps taken
to direct the army were kept extremely confidential. This is
why the residents of Sana’a did not realize any of this and
were caught by surprise when the army reached near the city.

This is how Qays captured Sana’a. It is worth noting that Qays
fought this battle just to conquer Sana’a. The upheavals in the
other states of Yemen were getting worse. The route that linked
Yemen and Madina was mainly the shore area. Qays provoked
the people of that area to apostatize and close the route for
Muslims. However, this could not stop Abu Bakr Siddig, instead



83

he ordered the governor of Taif, Tahir ibn Abu Hala to organize
the army. Houses of Akk and Ashar inhabited the shore area and
were defeated by Tahir. There were so many casualties in this
battle that the way was blocked for several days because of the
ridiculously high number of dead bodies.

Qays had already conquered Sana’a. Fayruz not only reached out
to Abu Bakr Siddig for help but he also sought help from the
tribes who still had faith in Islam. Abu Bakr Siddiq sent a
message to these tribes to support Fayruz against Qays. This is
how Fayruz was successful in gathering forces with the help of
which he attacked Sana’a and defeated Qays. Amr ibn Ma’adi
Yakrib and Qays managed to escape to other province of Yemen.

Abu Bakr Siddiq ordered Ikrima to head towards Yemen. He
reached Eastern Yemen and started wiping out the apostates. On
the other hand, Abu Bakr sent troops under the supervision of
Mubhajir ibn Abu Umayya to the western side of Yemen. On
seeing the troops Qays and Amr ibn Ma’adi Yakrib had a
dispute. Thereafter, Amr imprisoned Qays and gave him in the
custody of Muhajir ibn Abu Umayya, who then presented both
of them before Abu Bakr Siddig. Mohammad Hussain Heikal
writes in this regard:

% Both (Qays and Amr ibn Ma’adi) were presented before Abu
Bakr Siddig. He decided to kill Qays in compensation of the
murder of Dazwiyyah and told him, “You unjustly kill the
servants of Allah, cut off from the Muslims and unite with
the infidels.” (Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddiq)

Qays denied the allegation of Dazwiyyah’s murder levelled
against him. The whole plot of assassinating Dazwiyyah was
executed so secretly that there was no evidence or eyewitness.
Therefore, Abu Bakr Siddiq had to forgive Qays and dismiss the
case.
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Then Abu Bakr Siddig addressed Amr ibn Ma’adi Yakrib and
said, “You should be ashamed that you are involved in trouble
every other day and you do not even realize that. Had you
dedicated yourself to the religion of Allah, He would have
honoured you not only in this world but also in the hereafter.”

Amr ibn Ma’adi Yakrib at the time was quite helpless so he
politely replied to Abu Bakr Siddiq:

“Indeed, I'm wrong and have sinned. But | pledge
wholeheartedly in front of you that | will not indulge in such
disgrace in future and will spend the rest of my life as a peace-
loving citizen of the Islamic state.”

After his confession and pledge, Abu Bakr Siddig forgave him
and let both of them go back to their respective tribes. Hence,
peace was maintained in Yemen.

FITNA IN KINDA AND HADHRAMAUT

There was a huge wave of apostasy in Kinda and Hadhramaut.
Some of the reasons were as follows:

1. Kinda was adjacent to Yemen and the people of both the
areas were quite similar. When Aswad revolted in Yemen by
announcing himself as a self-proclaimed prophet, one could
see the effects of this fitna in Kinda and Hadhramaut as well.

2. The people of Kinda and Hadhramaut had good connections
and relations with the people of Yemen. This is why any
turmoil in Yemen rolled over in Kinda and Hadhramaut as
well.

3. Since Kinda was adjacent to Yemen, some tribes were
spread in both areas. When Aswad united different tribes
from Yemen with him, many tribes from Kinda also joined
him.

4. After the assassination of Aswad, Qays wrote letters to
different tribes and tried to provoke them against Muslims.
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This triggered many tribes from Kinda and Hadhramaut to
support him against Muslims.

Aswad had claimed himself to be a prophet in the life of the
Holy Prophet. His claim had taken people of Kinda and
Hadhramaut under his influence. Prophet Mohammad ordered
the governors of Kinda and Hadhramaut to collect zakat from
their people. When the governors acted on the order of Prophet
Mohammad, the people stood up against Muslims and revolted.

The situation had deteriorated to such an extent that when Ziyar
wrote letters to the tribes who still followed Islam requesting
them to support him in the rebellion against Islam, they refused
to help. The news of Prophet Mohammad’s demise only
exacerbated the existing unrest. When Abu Bakr Siddiq found
out about the situation, he realized that the governors of Kinda
and Hadhramaut could not control these upheavals on their own
because even the Muslim tribes of those areas were not standing
up in their favour. Meanwhile, lkrima and Abu Umayya had
crushed the upheaval in Yemen. Abu Bakr Siddiq then ordered
both generals to go to Kinda and Hadhramaut and support Ziyar
against the rebels. Thus, the army of all three commanders
managed to control the situation in these areas. The Muslim
troops Killed thousands of rebels and imprisoned millions.
Regarding this, Mohammad Hussain Heikal writes:

«» After the battles of Kinda and Hadhramaut, the tables turned
and Abu Bakr Siddiq managed to create peace in these
regions. He kept lkrima and Muhajir ibn Abu Umayya in
those areas until they fully controlled the situation and
strengthened Islamic rule there.

These were the last battles against the apostates that Muslims
fought in Arab. Afterwards there were no signs of revolt and the
Arab tribes accepted the Islamic rule.
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END OF UPHEAVALS

Now the upheavals in Arab had come to an end and there was no
sign of revolt. Allah granted glory to Islam and strengthened the
Islamic rule in Arab through Abu Bakr Siddigq. No doubt,
Muslim umma is indebted to Abu Bakr Siddig for his great
efforts and favours. That is why the Holy Prophet said as
narrated by Sahl ibn Sa’d:

«» It is compulsory for my umma to love Abu Bakr and to be
thankful to him. (paylami, Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi)
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Abu Bakr in his caliphate amidst the profound grief of
Prophet Mohammad's death, faced a harrowing array of

challenges from both internal and external forces. This book
delves into the tumultuous era of the caliphate of Abu Bakr, a
pivotal time that shaped the course of Islamic history. Not
only that, this book also meticulously unravels the trials and
tribulations confronted by the first rightly guided Caliph.
From internal dissensions to external threats, this
compelling narrative explores the daunting challenges that
tested the leadership, resilience, and faith of Abu Bakr and
his companions. The book highlights the intricacies of
political upheavals, social transformations, and military
campaigns that marked this transformative period, and
witness the indomitable spirit of early Islam in the face of
adversity. Undoubtedly, the author of this book has
meticulously researched and eloquently written the facts in
this book that shed light on the exemplary leadership of Abu
Bakr who left enduring legacy for generations even on the
present era.
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